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Kevin Powell keeps it real 


News BRIEFS 


NAACP IMAGE AWARDS 
WILL HONOR POSITIVE 
ENTERTAINMENT 


LOS ANGELES, CA—Gregory 
Hines and Vanessa L. Williams will 
host the 29th NAACP Image Awards 
on Valentine's Day in Pasadena, 

awards program will include 
presentations of seven awards, 
Including Entertainer of the Year and 
the Hall of Fame Awards, The awards 
honor positive portrails in film, tele- 
vision, music and literature. The first 
NAACP Image Award honored 
Sammy Davis, Jr. for his tireless work 
to obtain fair employment for African 
American entertainers in Hollywood. 


GOVERNOR SIGNS BILL TO 
INCREASE SPEED LIMIT TO 
65 MPH 


TRENTON—Governor Christie 
Whitman signed legislation increas- 
ing the speed limit to 65 miles per 
hour on approximately 400 miles of 
eligible state highw: ays for an 18- 
month study period. The Department 
of Transportation will submit a report 
making recommendations for 
improvement in the law within three 
months of the end of the study period. 
The recommendations would take 
effect unless disapproved by the Leg- 
islature within 60 days. 

bill signed by the governor 
also doubles the monetary fine for 
aggressive driving offenses and 
speeding 10 miles per hour over the 
speed limit in a 65 miles ;per hour 
Zone and speeding 20 milés per hour 
over the speed fii i ‘any other 
speed zone. 


SMITH APPOINTED DEPUTY 
SPEAKER OF STATE 
ASSEMBLY 


TRENTON— Assemblyman 
Tom Smith was appointed Deputy 
si ker of the Assembly by Assem- 
bly Speaker Jack Collins. 

‘As Deputy Speaker, Smith takes 
on his third Assembly leadership role 
He has formerly hald the position of 

ip and Assistant Majori 
ty Whip. “The Assembly will face 
many legislative challenges in the 
coming session, and I plan to work 
closely with my colleagues in leader 
ship to meet the needs of New Jer 
sey’s residents.” 

He continued, “Having served on 
several and commissions during my 
years in the Legislature, I believe T 
will bring a diversified and experi- 
enced view to the ‘Assembly leader. 

hip. 


POLICE DEPARTMENT 
GETS AFRICAN AMERICAN 
WOMEN CAPTAIN 


NEWARK—Sixteen years after 

she took the police officers exam to 

“basically prove a point” Barbara 
George became Newark ’s first 
AfricansAdueeiean female police 
captain, 

George was one of seven lieu- 
tenants promoted to captain during a 
recent ceremony in Newark’s City 
Hall. Also during the ceremony, 
Police Director Joseph Santiago 
announced a “new structure” for the 
department, and both he and Mayor 
Sharpe James tied this restructuring 
to the city’s efforts to keep down 
crime, 


RESIDENTS WILL RECEIVE 
WELCOME PROPERTY TAX 
CUTS 


IRVINGTON—-Mayor Sara Bost 
fecently announced that property tax 
bills will be reduced and there will 
be a month-long tax amnesty to give 
homeowners a chance to clear up 
delin nt bills. 
reductions will show up in 

bills due February 1 andin May, and 

the reduction will average $340 per 

varter on a house valued at 

24,000, The reduction was possible 
because the township recently over- 
came a $17 million deficit, infon- 
ing citizens pe the program is oj 
Mayor Bost said, “Both 
x Stabilization and the tax 
amnesty are part of my policy to 
ensure the fiscal health of Irving- 


Governor Christi 


Cities first in 


Whitman takes the oath of office to begin her secs 


inauguration ceremony at the New Jersey Performing Arts Center in 


Whitman, son Taylor, daughter Kate and Chief Justice Debrah Poritz. 


gr. mattox 


While Governor Whitman’s State 
of the State address did not give New 
Jersey’s cities much to cheer about, 


even her strongest political enem 
congratulate her for what she had to 
in her inaugural address. 4 

Governor Whitman came — 
Newark to celebrate her inaugi 


rm as Governor of New Jersey at her 


With the governor are husband John 
to by NJOPC 

Against the backdrop of the New Jersey 

Performing Arts Center in the State's 

largest city, she outlined the plans she 
has for her final administration, 

With the ultimate goal to make this 


and her plans for revitalization and 
renewal. She called for an aggressive 
strike against urban blight and suburban 
sprawl. She will provide additional 
financial assistance to community col 
Jeges, and plans to win “the open space 
tace.” 


Noting that “it’s hard to rebuild a 
neighborhood with these vetoes 
standing in the wi 
blight with an allocate of $400 million 
in State financing. This money will 
enable cities to ies and redevelop 
boarded up bui “Urban Mayors, I 
give you my on Together, w 
pull down those boards,” she said 

She also plans to expand support of 
religious organizations that are involved 
in building housing and business, devel- 
oping job training programs and offer- 
ing day care for working parents. Com- 
mitting $5 million to this project, she is 
confident that the funds will grow with 
the help of business partners. Citing an 
example, she said, “Three years ago we 
started a Community Development 
Bank for our cities with $2 million, 
Now that bank has some $30 million in 
public and private funds available 

Whitman believes these plans will 
develop strong cities of which New Jer- 
sey citizens can be proud, These devel 


‘opments will also combat suburban 
sprawl. To further facilitate this, New 
Jersey has a blueprint for redeveloping 
citing and containing sprawl called the 
State Plan, “Too many towns bend over 
backwards to pursue development, hop- 
will help balance their budgets, In 
the process, they strain not only their 
backs Wua BiA te services needed to 
‘ort this development,” she said. 
he result is a double whammy: less 
n space and higher property taxes.” 
The State Plan will be used as a funda- 
mental guide in granting permit to 
developers and funding construction 
development projects. 

The governor also announced in 
her speech she is making a long-term: 
commitment to our community colleges 
by fully funding the $12 million 
increase requested by these institutions. 
In wm, the community colleges will 
institute a tuition freeze for the coming 
year. 

Finally, with a concern towards the 
environment, she wants to preserve 
res of open space with the 
ultimate goal of preserving one million 
acres. Whitman also said that in the next 
60 days she will announce a transporta- 
tion plan that will improve safety on our 
local roads and increase bus and train 
lines, She will also commit $15 million 
to improve bike and pedestrian paths 


Whitman receives 
thumbs up for her plan 


gr. mattox 


A group of businessmen and elected 
officials are looking forward to the Gov- 
emor putting the plans unveiled in her 
inaugural address into practice. 

Newark Mayor 


vision for a better New 

Jersey for all citizens. 

She didn’t have to do 
Bob Bowser what she did, or say 
what she said, and for that I applaud 
her.” 


The Mayor of East Orange was 
more cautious, but said the speech was 
“a good first step.” Noting that the city 
has close to 350 houses that are boarded 
up, Bob Bowser looks keenly towards 
her initiative to rehabilitate such struc- 
tures and get them back on the tax rolls. 
He is also interested in what will actual- 
ly be done with the $600 million target- 
ed for the cities; “Until we see how these 
initiatives develop, I'll reserve my com- 
ment,” 

Two State assemblymen were also 
positive about what Whitman had to say 
in this speech. Tom Smith, Assembly- 
man of the lth District and recently 
appointed Deputy Speaker of the State 
Assembly is looking forward to the 


changes that will be made in the cities. 


tiet also praised the Governor's 
Alfred Steele i is committed to 


Evanbow Construction Company in 
East Orange, sees potential in the plans. 

but says that it is important to see how 
these funds will be applied. “We as an 
African-American community should 
insist that guidelines include input from 
the community.” he said. “The people 

who live in these urban areas must have 
a say in the development made possible 
by the State funding.” 


Cities among 23 new 
Charter Schools 


TRENTON—Grandville Charter 
School in Trenton, Discovery Charter 
School in Newark, East Orange Charter 
School and Calla Charter School, Plai 
field are four schools that received 
approval from the State Department of 
Education. 

A total of 23 new charter schools in 
all areas of the State were approved 
continuing Governor Whitman’s com- 
mitment to give parents more choice in 
their children’s education, 

Nineteen of the schools will be 
opening in the 1998-99 school year, 
while the remaining four will open in the 
1999-2000 school year, Thirteen charter 
schools began operating in the current 
school year and another three schools 
that were approved in last year’s first 
round will begin operation in the 1998- 
99 school year. All told, in the 1998-99 
s year there will be thirty-five 
operating charter schools. 

Other schools in the state that have 
received charters include: 

+ Academy Charter High School, 
Monmouth Count 

* Camden's 
School, Camden, 

+ Emily Fisher School of Advanced 
Studies Charter School, Trenton. 


Promise Charter 


mil; 
Burtingion COREY 

+ Franklin Charter School, Franklin 
Township, Somerset County. 

> Greater fayick’ Clans Schoot 


Middlesex County. 

* Greater Trenton Area Academic 
and Technology, Charter School, Tren- 
ton 

* Greenville Community Charter 
School, eae City. 

+ Marion P. Thomas charter School, 
Newark. 

* Patrick Douglass Charter School, 
Matawan-Aberdeen Regional district. 

+ PleasanTech Academy Charter 


. T Community Chanes 
School, Teaneci 

. Classica Academy Charter 
School of Clifton, Clifion. 

* Intemational Charter School of 
Trenton, Trenton. 

* Ocean City ChARTer-TECHnical 
High School for the Performing Arts. 


+ Village Charter School, Trenton. 

Charter schools were created by a 
law enacted in 1996. Under the law 
charter schools are required to seek the 
enrollment of a cross section of the com- 
munity, including racial and ethnic fac- 
tors. In her State of the State message 
last week, Gov. Whitman called on the 
State Board of Education to expand the 
educational options now available to 
parents and children by implementing a 
public school choice program in every 
county by September 1999. 


‘Village Daughters rec 
By g.r. mattox 


The Cathedral-Second Baptist 
| Church in Perth Amboy recently held 
a “Coming Forth” ceremony and cele- 

ation for its Nailah Mentoring 
[Progam A total of eight young 
| women completed the program and 
co in the event, 


ilah’ is of Arabic 
“one who suc- 


origin P means 
‘ceeds’,” explains program director 
Phyllis Thompson Hiharddthe pro- 
gram, or ministry, if you will, is used 
a vehicle to teach female adoles- 
Gents certain basic skills that would 
Prepare them for life.” 
The coming forth ceremony 
Pbegun by the playing of African 
| drums followed by the performance of 
h welcoming dance. The ceremony 
‘itself included the participation of the 
‘graduate, her mentor and her mother 
‘A headwrap, or gelee, was placed on 
graduate’ head as a sign of having 


e the designation of woman as their mentors place gelees on their heads. 


crossed over from childhood to wom- 
enhood 

The guest speaker was 
Helen Wade, of Washington, DC, 
directs a mentoring program in that 
area. She spoke of the necessity of 
having a mentor and conducting your 
life in such a way as to become a men- 


tor. 

Officially established in 1995, the 
program’s mission statement “has its 
foundation in the word of God” and 
cites several books of the Bible as its 
basis. It is open to female church 
members from 11 to 19 

The two-year program is current- 
ly comprised of four “villages,” or 
classes, of up to five girls. Inside the 
village there is instruction and guid- 
ance in seven areas of discipline 
Community, Creativity, Familyhood, 
Finances, Sexuality, Spirituality and 
Time Management. A mentor is 
assigned to each discipline. 

Mentors periodically contact their 


Mentoring program shepherds 
girls into womanhood 


“village daughters” either by phone, 
mail, group gatherings or one-on-one, 

Village daughters are given 
assignments, and upon completion of 
these assignments, they earn five 
points toward their required 200-point 
total needed to graduate 

Special presentations and outings 
are a major component of the pro- 
gram. For example, the Sexuality 
mentors held a group gathering that 
included the mothers of their protégés. 
After a catered lunch and film presen- 
tation, a Christian gynecologist facili- 
tated a workshop. The Community 
mentors have taken the girls to a 
“Habitat for Humanity” project in 
Newark, on two occasions. 

“This program was meant to serve 
as a vehicle to assist parents—primar- 
ily mothers—in guiding their daugh- 
ters through puberty and adolesence, 
because this is a very turbulent rebel- 
lious and experiemental period in a 
young girl’s life,” Hillard said. 


CC Chairman 
importance of 


NEWARK—FCC Chairman 
illiam E. Kennard told Newark ele- 
ntary school children during a 
“The computers that you 
ive in your school now, and the con 
tion you have to the Internet, are 
building blocks of your future suc- 
ses. They are also the way our 
intry’s telecommunications system 
bring us together as a nation- 
ilding communities to keep Ameri- 
connected 

He told fourth and fifth graders at 
fewark’s 13th Avenue Elementary 
hool, “I don’t have a crystal ball, but 
know this—things are changing 
lickly. Many of the jobs that will be 
Wailable to you when you graduate 
school haven” been invented yet. 
it those jobs are going to require you 
have the kind of familiarity with 
puters and the Internet that you 
getting there.” He added, “You are 


Kennard stresses 
computers in the classroom 


lucky. Many schools in this country 
don’t even have one classroom with 
Internet access. As head of the Feder 
al Communications Commission, I am 
working hard to ensure that every 
school child in this country has the 
same opportunities you do and that we 
bring modem communications tech 
nology to every classroom,” 

The 13th Avenue Elementary 
School is wired for Interne! 

Chairman Kennard’s school visit 
underscored his commitment to ensur- 
ing that the children of America, rich 
and poor, rural and urban, are prepared 
for the jobs of the Information Age. 
He noted that “within two years, 60 
percent of the jobs available will 
require information technology skills. 
High tech jobs pay on average 73 per- 
cent more in wages than non-high tech 
jobs. The three fastest growing occu- 
pations in America—which are also 


high-paying—are computer related 


neers, and systems analyst 

Commenting on his visit, Chair- 
man Kennard said, “There already is a 
troubling gap in our country between 
information haves and have-nots 
Only 14 percent of classrooms are 
connected to the internet—in lower 
income areas, only seven percent 
Although 75 percent of suburban 
schools have Internet access at least to 
one place in the schools, only 61 per- 
cent of rural schools and 53 percent of 
schools in low income areas do. Sixty- 
seven percent of urban and suburban 
libraries offer Internet access, whereas 
only 49 percent of rural libraries do 

Chairman Kennard said that he is 
committed to doing everything he can 
to equip school children with the skills 
they will need to compare in the Infor- 
mation Age economy 
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28 


SEY CITY—A slide lecture and dis- 
ission with Robert Birmeiin will be held 
at 5 p.m. at The Gothic Lounge, Hepburn 
Hall, Room 202. For more info, call 201- 
547-4380, 


NEWARK—You are invited to join the 
Volunteers of Greater Essex County's 
9th annual Board of Director's meeting 
from 8 a.m. to 10 a.m. at PSEG, room 
206-207. For more info, call 201-676- 
8899. 


NEW BRUNSWICK—TV journalist, 
Barbara Walters will share her unique 
a and experience, part of a lecture 
.m. at New Brunswick 

tate Theatre. For more info, call 609- 
397-1955. 


HEMPSTEAD—Hofstra Museum pre- 
sents “Made in Hempstead: African 
American Quilting Traditions” through 
Mar. 17, at the Rochelle and Irwin A. 
Lowenfeld Gallery, 10th fl, Joan and 
Donald E. Axinn Library, South Campus 
from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. For more info, call 
516-463-5672. 


JERSEY CITY—Karen DeAngelis, 
director of the Jersey City State College 
Women's Center, will speak on “How to 
Finance Your College or Graduate 
Education,’ from 1:30 to 3:00 p.m. For 
more info, call 201-200-3189. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 29 


NEWARK—The 9th Annual Board of 
Directors’ Meeting will be held from 8 
a.m. to 10 a.m. at PSE&G, room 206- 
207. For more info, call 676-8899. 


JACKSON—The 22nd annual Mrs. NJ 
‘America Pageant is searching for con- 
testants. No performing talent required. 
For requirements and to receive your 
official pageant application, call 732- 
928-9050. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 30 


PLAINFIELD—Act IV Theater will pre- 
sent the 2nd annual Fabulous Follies at 
8 pm. at the parish hall theater of The 
First Unitarian Society of Plainfield. For 
more info, call 908-322-4987. 


EAST ORANGE—The Second Annual 
Auction for the T.L.C. Day Care Center 
will be held at 6:30 p.m. at the Mansion 
of The Black United Fund of NJ. For 
more info, call 973-676-2292 


MORRISTOWN—"Kuumba’, an exhibit 
of oils, mixed media, watercolors, pho- 
tography and sculpture showcasing the 
works of internationally and nationally 
renowned African-American artists is on 
display through March 27th from 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m., at the Atrium Gallery. For 
more info, call 201-285-6040. 


WAYNE—Humorist Dave Barry to spin 
his view on politics at William Paterson's 
distinguished lecturer series which 


Community Calendar. 


begins at 8 pm. in Shea Center. For 
more info, call 973-720-2971 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 31 


NEW BRUNSWICK—American 
Repertory Ballet debuts as Principal 
Affliate of the NJ Performing Arts Center 
during a week-end engagement. For 
more info, call 732-249-1254. 


METUCHEN—A Kid's Forum at Forum 
Theatre present “School House 
Rock Live!” at 11 a.m. For more info, call 
732-548-0582. 


CRANFORD—Union County College is 
offering “Sports Spectacular’, featuring 
“basketball” from 8:30 to 9:30 a.m. on 
Saturdays through February 28th. For 
more info, call 908-709-7600. 


TRENTON—Exhibition of Sculpture, 
“Terry Adkins: Distant Mirrors” at NJ 
State Museum through March 22. For 
more info, call 609-292-6464. 


PLAINFIELD—Area Girl Scouts will be 
selling cookies in 24 towns through Feb. 
8th. This year’s theme is “Team Up & 
Win” For more info, call 908-232-3236, 
ext. 213. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1 


NEWARK—NJ Symphony Orchestra 
Principal Guest Conductor, Lawrence L. 
Smith, will lead the orchestra with spe- 
cial guest pianist Amanda Von Goetz at 
2 p.m. For more info, call 201-624-3713. 


NEW YORI You ara cordially vied ù k 
celebrate the publication of “Amazit 
Grace, A Life of Beauford Delaney" from 
6 to 8 p.m. at Michael Rosenfeld Gallery. 
For more info, call 212-726-6108. 


CALDWELL —Caldwell College will host 
an Open House for high school students 
and their parents at 1 p.m. in the Alumni 
Theatre. For more info, call 973-228- 
4424, ext. 500. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6 


NEWARK—The renowned Canadian 
puppet theater troupe, Theatre Sans Fil, 
returns to the NJ Performing Arts Center 
to present “The Crown of Destiny’, a 
magical, theatrical adventure that 
explores Celtic myth and e faxe For 
more info, call 973-297-5 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7 


PLAINFIELD—A tutor training math 
workshop will be held at Plainfield Public 
Library. For more info, call 908-755- 
7998. 


JERSEY CITY—Jersey City State 
College offers a six-week ti 
course for the Graduate Record 
Examination through its Saturday 
Semester Program this spring. The 
course will meet from 9 a.m. to 11:30 
a.m. through March 7th. For more info, 
call 201-200-3089, 


THIRD ANNUAL CITY NEWS 


Three win scholarships 


NEWARK—Essex County Executive James W. Treffinger, third from left, 
presented three individual scholarship awards to the three students who 
won an Essay Contest sponso the County Executive in honor of 
Hispanic Heritage Month. Over 60 students responded to the essay contest 
which posed the question, “How has H spani Heritage month impacted on 
your identity as an Hispanic in America and how has this affected your 
future goals?” The scholarship recipients are, in photo from left to right: 
Miroslava Tixi, Tamika Sybonae Pedros-Peters, Essex County Executive 


James W. Treffinger, and Diosmedis Herrera. 


Plainfield rabidant 
on PBS special 


PLAINFIELD —Bonddy Rodriguez, at left, of Plainfield will recently 
appeared on Caucus Up Close: The New Latinos. Hosted by Emmy Award- 
winning anchor Steve Adubato, Rodriguez joined other members of the 
Latino community on the special to talk about thelr unique cul- 
tures, battles with preludics and thelr ongoing struggle for political po 
Caucus up Close features In-depth interviews with some of New Jersey's 
most compelling and influential citizens. 


Pediatric lecture at 
Jersey City State 


JERSEY CITY— Dr. Beverly R. Fischer, at right, a pediatric neurologist who 
is a member of the consultation staff at Jersey City Medical Center and a 
consultant to Bayonne and John F. Kennedy Hospitals, was a guest lectur- 
er at a Jersey City State College class for scholarship students enrolled in 
the JCSC master’s degree program in early childhood special education. 
Dr. Fischer and “Baby Price” demodstrated Eeiatric diagnosis for, from 
left. Dr. Jo Anne Juncker, a JCSC a scciate professor of administration, 
curriculum and instruction who teaches the class, and JCSC graduate stu- 
dents Evelyn Santiago, a pre: schol teacher in her hometown of bce! 
Gig oats, a teacher in her 


Honoring student athletes 


JERSEY CITY—Senior Sharyn Hunchak, second from right, of East 
Hanover and junior Quincy Baker, third from left, of Burlington were amon 
the Jersey City State College student athletes recently honored at the JCSC 
Intercollegiate Athletic Council's thirteenth annual campus reception. 
Hunchak, a first and second base player on the College’s softball team, and 
Baker, a safety on JCSC’s football team, were congratulated by, from the 
left,: Dr. Alene Graham of Jersey City, JCSC vice-president for student 

port services; John Moore of Teaneck, chair of the JCSC Board of Trustees; 
and Dr. Carlos Hernandez of Jersey City, president of the College. 


Nominee’s name. 


Recognizing the 100 Most Influential who have fostered the progress of black people or 
the rebuilding of New Jersey’s urban centers 


In nominating a person(s) for the award, you must identify yourself and give a phone number where you can be reached. The Third | 
‘Annual 100 Most Influential award with be held the first week in May. 


Nomination Form 


All information is confidential. The deadline is January 29, 1998 


i | | 100 


Address. 


Home Phone__ 


___Bus. Phone. 


Fax 


Briefly describe why you feel your nominee has contributed significantly to the progress of black |f 
people in New Jersey or to the rebuilding of New Jersey's urban centers. 


Your name_ 
Address __ 


Phone. 
City 


Fax, 
State. 


Civil Rights__ 
Community Development__ 


Economic Development__ 
Education__ 


How do you know this person. 


Zip. 


Corporate Community Involvement__ 


Minority Business Enterprise__ 


Nominee Categories-- Please check one category: 


Media Journalism __ 
Arts & Culture__ 


Religion__ 


Health, Science & Technology _ 
Entertainment & Sports__ 
Politics, Law & Government__ 


Who are 
_| New Jersey's 
Most 
_ | Influential? 


-Individuals who contribute significantly to the progress of 
black people in the state of New Jersey 


-Individuals who use their success to uplift the black 
communities of New Jersey 


-Individuals who use their positions to promote good 
corporate citizenship 


i -Individuals who selflessly do extraordinary community service 


į «Individuals who not only understand the critical importance of 
Í rebuilding New Jersey's urban communities, but also commit 
i significant time and resources to urban revitalization 
Í 


i City News Publishing Company 


! 100 Most Influential 


Send to: City News 100, PO Box 191, Plainfield, NJ 07060 or fax to (908) 753-1036 f 


For tickets and information call 


presents 
The Third Annual 


City News 


May 1998 


6:00 p.m - 11:00 p.m. 


(908) 754-3400 
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NATIONAL 
BRIEFS 


MLK pilgrimage planned 


MEMPHIS, TN—A pilgrimage 
to the Lorraine Motel, now the 
National Civil Rights Museum in 
Memphis, Tenn., will be held April 
3-5 to mark the 30th anniversary of 
the assassination of famed civil 
rights leader, Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr. The weekend is organized 
by the Commemorative Commission 
|Connecting Community (CCCC), led 
by Rev, Samuel Billy Kyles, a friend 
of King and a witness to his murder. 
Other members include the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson and Rey. Benjamin 
Hooks, former NAACP executive 
director. 

According to the CCCC, 
Pilgrimage To Memphis” will 
include a service at Mason Temple, 
the site of King’s last speech; tours 
lof the six-year-old National Civil 
Rights Museum, a number of forums 
land a march along the path of King’s 
memorial march on April 8, 1968. 
On Saturday, April 4, ministerial and 
civil rights leaders will gather for a 
candlelight vigil at the Lorraine 
Motel. 


You can register for the program 
by writing to the CCCC at P.O. Box 
3050, Memphis, Tenn. 38173-3050. 
[Registration is $30 for adults and 
$10 for children under 12. 


Third trial in Gammage case 


PHILADELPHIA—Two White 
police officers tried twice in the 1995 
beating death of a Black motorist 
will be retried, the newly-appointed 
District Attorney of Allegheny 
County has announced. Stephen A. 
IZappala, Jr. said retired Lt. Milton 
Mulholland and Patrolman Michael 
Albert will go back to court because 
his office believes that a crime was 
[committed when Jonny Gammage 
jdied at the hands of five suburban 
policemen just outside Pittsburgh. 
|Gammage, the cousin of Pittsburgh 
‘Steeler, Ray Seals, died after a traffic 
stop, Oct. 12, 1995. 

‘Another police officer charged in 
the crime was acquitted by an all- 
White jury. Community groups in the 
city however, believe that justice will 
not be served, even with a third trial. 
“Until they are trying all of the 
police men, justice will not be 
served,” said Dorothy Urquhart, a 
member of the United Concerned 
Christians at Work. At presstime, a 
march was planned from the site of 
{the trial, the Allegheny County 
(Courthouse to the federal building on 
Jan. ¥7-—— the Pittsburgh Courier 


TERNATIONAL 
BRIEFS 


Annan appoints Canadian his 
deputy 


NEW YORK (PANA)—UN 
Secretary General Kofi Annan has 
announced the appointment of 
Louise Frechette, a Canadian, to the 
newly-created post of Deputy 
Secretary-General of the world body. 
Annan recommended the post as part 
lof his reform package for the UN. 
Until her appointment, Frechette was 
Canada’s deputy minister of national 
defense. Born in Montreal, Canada, 
she also holds a graduate diploma in 
economic studies. In the service of 
her country, Frechette was variously 
to Argentina and to the 
UN. In her new position, she will 
assist the Secretary-General in man- 
aging the secretariat, act for him in 
his absence and ensure coherence of 
UN activities and programs. — 
Jerome Hule 


[Somalia council extends own 
mandate 


ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia 
(PANA)—The 26 factions represent- 
jed in the National Salvation Council 
(NSC) of Somalia have extended the 
mandate of their council until a tran- 
sitional government of national unity 
is established in the country, which 
has had no central government since 
the late President Siad Barre was 
toppled in January 1991. The deci- 
sion was reached at the end of the 
third session of the NSC, which was 
held from Jan. 2-12 in the Ethiopian 
capital. 

The NSC also announced that a 
national reconciliation conference 
will be held in Baidoa, central 
Somalia, on Feb. 15. It said a con- 
sensus had been reached resolving 
differences among NSC members 
over the December peace agreement 
concluded in Cairo, Egypt, with the 
Hussein Aideed faction. At the pro- 
posed national reconciliation confer- 
jence in Baidoa in February, 189 dele- 
gates to the Somali Constituent 
Assembly, representing all clans in 
the country, will consider the forma- 
tion of a transitional government to 
run the country until a constitutional- 
ly elected administration is estab- 
lished, This task is entrusted to a pro- 
posed 13-member Presidential 
Council and a Prime Minister to be 
named by the Constituent Assembly, 
the NSC said— Ghion Hagos 
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Unemployment rate high for African Americans 


By Andria Y. Carter 
Special to the NNPA from The 
Cincinnati Herald 


Employment rose sharply in 1997, 
while the unemployment rate dropped 
a percentage point to 4.6 percent, or 
6.2 million unemployed people, a U.S. 
Department of Labor recently report- 
ed. But for African Americans the pic- 
ture is not as rosy. Of the 6.2 million 
unemployed, approximately 9.6 per- 
cent (nearly 600,000) are African 
Americans. 

According to the report, the unem- 
ployment rate for men and White 


workers each declined from 4.1 per- 
cent to 3.8 percent; the rate E 
Hispanics also fell to 6.9 percent. The 
jobless rate for adult women is four 
percent. Teenagers remained the high 
est unemployed persons with a rate of 
15 percent. 

The unemployment rate for 
African Americans for the last three 
months of last year, however, changed 
little, only dropping a percentage point 
in October before rising in November. 

Former Ohio State Representative 
William Bowen noted that historically 
the African-American unemployment 
rate has always remained. slightly 


Harris named Associate General 
Counsel for Civil Rights at USDA 


WASHINGTON, pC 
Agriculture Secretary Dan Glickman 
announced today that David H. Harris, 
Jr. has been selected as associate gen- 
eral counsel for civil rights at the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture. 

“USDA continues to make 
progress in the area of civil rights,” 
Glickman said. “Creating the new 
position of associate general counsel 
for civil rights is one of the many 
changes we are making. David Harris 
brings to the position extensive legal 
experience in environmental justice, 
fair lending practices, and public inter- 
est law related to assisting landowners 
threatened with loss of their land. With 
his dedication to equality and justice 
for all, I am convinced he will be an 
invaluable asset to this department.” 

The position of associate general 
counsel for civil rights was created as a 
result of the recommendation of 
Glickman’s Civil Rights Action Team, 
which he established in 


December1996. The attorneys under 
Harris in this new section of the Office 
of the General Counsel will specialize 
in civil rights law and are to provide 
USDA with enriched legal resources to 
make certain that employment and pro- 
gram delivery activities are conducted 
in accordance with civil rights laws. 

Until his selection for the position 
at USDA, Harris had been serving as 
executive director of the Land Loss 
Prevention Project in Durham, N.C. 
since 1987. He helped to found the 
organization in 1982. LLPP is a ngn- 
profit public interest law firm that pro- 
vides free legal representation to limit- 
ed resource landowners threatened 
with the loss of land due to legal, envi- 
ronmental, or economic factors. 

A native of Chatham County, 
N.C., Harris received a bachelor of arts 
degree in political science from North 
Carolina Central University in Durham 
and a law degree from the University 
of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 


Mfume responds to Jet column 


Kweisi Mfume 


BALTIMORE—NAACP 
President Kweisi Mfume responded 
today to an unsubstantiated report in 
this weeks JET magazine by Simeon 
Booker that membership in the 
NAACP is lagging and that as a 
result of it he somehow would be 

“on the spot” at next month's annual 
meeting of the Association. 

“If the writer had taken the 
time to do the research, he would 


have discovered that both you and 
adult membership in the NAACP 
has been stable in the last 21 months 
since I left Congress to take on this 
job,” Mfume said. “Furthermore 
there has been a marked increase 
the number of college chapters, a 
an increase in the number of yout 
councils.” College chapter now tot 
over 190, and there are current 
over 225 youth councils f 
The article which appears on the 
gossip page of the magazine goes ọn 
to suggest that the NAACP and its 
branches around the country are not 
visible or on top of civil rights 
issues. “That is simply not truey” 
said Mfume, who has just comple 
making 157 trips across the count 
in the last year and a half organizi 
NAACP units around local ai 
national issues. “African Americ 
newspapers, by and large, have donc) 
an exceptional job in reporting the 
work of the NAACP in that respect 


Ses 


shortcoming not ours,” he weft on 
to say. 

Mfume said he is partigularly 
saddened that Booker, whony he has 
always admired and respected, 
“would print innuendo without first 
calling to get the facts. Thf NAACP 
does not mind criticism /when we 
deserve it but at some point in time 
we've got get beyond criticism and 
get involved. Our emphasis is on 
youth 


re, 


higher than their White counterparts. 
He said this especially applies to 
African-American males from 20 to 


Angelita Monroe-Jones, owner of 
a personnel service, noted that some 
biases remain in the workplace and at 
times work against a person who may 
otherwise be qualified. Howard Bond, 
and executive consultant agreed. He 
explained that racism could be part of 
the reason African Americans don’t 
obtain the job opportunities they want. 
But that is only part of the reason, he 
cautioned. Other factors include not 
having the educational foundation or 


Martin King 
‘on’ leaders 


+ Excerpts of statement of Martin 
Luther King Ill on assuming presiden- 
tial leadership of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. 


On November 1, 1997, in the 40th 
year of SCLC s existence and the 40th 
year of my birth, I was elected the 
fourth President of SCLC. Ata special 
convention of SCLC board and ci 
ters from around the nation, I was 
handed the mantle carried by Dr. 
Joseph Lowery for the past 20 years. 
Today, January 15, 1998, is a very spe- 
cial and significant day. Not only 
because it is the 69th birthday of my 
RR Sessa st lis pa 

I now assume the full responsibility 
for directing SCLC in working for the 
attainment of my father’s dream. 

Tam mindful that I am not taking 
over-rather, I am taking “on”. As a 
member of the SCLC and the Board of 
Directors for nearly two decades, I am 
no stranger to SCLC’s programmatic 
a atc 

I will work immediately with 
SCLC’s Chairman of the Board, our 


skills required, and not having the nec- 
essary connections and access to infor- 
mation about employment opportuni- 


“The opportu- 
yar assured. 
She sees the successes in the people 
she counsels who are seeking various 
jobs ranging from secretarial to execu- 
tive positions. 

“In some areas there are good 
opportunities. Just look around you 
and you can do a poll of the automo- 
bile industry and see how many Blacks 
are in maintenance, sales, finance, 
tc.,” Bowen said. 


, lll. takes 
hip of SCLC 


Administrator and other members of 
the Executive Committee and the tran- 
sition team, to continue the develop- 
ment of our transition plan. Resource 
and staffing needs must be augmented 
by a recommitment to a national vol- 
unteer resource and skills bank coordi- 
nated by paid staff. I will initiate dia- 
logue with other national leaders to aid 
in the continual struggle for ive 
strategies in our fight for civil and 
human rights in a coordinated and 
methodical offensive. 

Over 30 years ago my father said, 
If our nation is to surv 
of society religious, intellectual, pols 
ical, and business, must assume its 
share of responsibility for the preser- 
vation of Democracy and the reign of 
justice. It is a moral responsibility that 
he talked about repeatedly and getting 
this nation to accept this moral respon- 
sibility is what SCLC has always been 
about. I inherit a great legacy of both 
honor and responsibility but I walk 
with the inner peace of knowing that 
God is our constant and divine com- 
panion in this struggle. 


Don’t miss your chance to 
nominate your candidate for the 
100 Most Influential 
Use the form on page two 


Key facts 
on the 
American 
minority 
market 


The Rainbow/PUSH Coalition 
newsletter has compiled the follow- 
ing information on the American 
minority market 

e 60 million people and grow- 
ing rapidly 

* Commands more than $600 
billion in annual earnings 

“ompared to other national 
economies around the world, it 
ranks fifteenth-ahead of Mexico, 
Svir 8 India, Indonesia, 
and, Saudi Arabia, and South 
just to name a few. 

* Right in our own back yard. 

* Better-educated and more sta- 
ble. 

A recent study rating the S&P 
500 companies on factors related to 
the hiring and promotion of minori- 
ties and women offered quantitative 
evidence that there is an economic 
incentive for workplace diversity , 
and a disincentive for exclusion: 

* The top 100 companies aver= 
aged about an 18 percent return on 
their investments 

The bottom 100. companies 
averaged about a seven percent 
return on their investments 


Whaat is the securities industry’s 
record on diversity 
f 0 


America classified a 


kers, only about 600 of them are 
African Americans. 

* The number of minority port- 
folio managers has declined in 
recent years. 

‘ewer than 40 African 


Americans have discretion over 
portfolios at majority-owned asset 
management funds or major pen 
sion funds. 
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Graca Machel bares mind on Mandela 


From Newton Kanhema 
Special to the NNPA from PANA 


JOHANNESBURG, South Africa 
(PANA)—Graca Machel, widow of the 
late president of Mozambique and 
President Nelson Mandela's current 
friend, has opened her heart about the 
man she has found real love with. 

Tn an interview published in the Star 
newspaper here recently, Machel said the 
first time she met her “hero” was in 1990, 
shortly after his release from 27 years in 
when Mandela visited 


“And then came a situation that had 
me so confused between the myth and 
reality. I've read he was so tough, such a 
hero. And I found this very simple man 
who appeared so humble, s0 soft, so com- 
mon. It was a conflict between myth and 
the reality,” she said. 

Adding to the complications was the 
fact that she is perceived by many 
Mozambicans as the “mother of the 
nation,” because of her marriage to 
Samora Machel, the country’s first presi- 
dent. But she says she doesn’t see her role 
as “a widow.” 

‘Asked how she and Mandela man- 
age to keep their relationship stable 


despite their hectic and diverse lifestyles 
Machel said they tried to narrow the di 
tance by talking on the phone. 

Also, we have been traveling togeth- 
er. Of course, if you have separate lives 
for a long time, it is more and more com- 
plicated, But, you see, we don’t have so 
much time ahead of us so we try to spend 
as much as we can together. I wish we 
could be seen as any other couple. The 
problem is his stature. Anything he is 
doing, even eating, is being watched. We 
are like many couples. We are a loving 
couple. 

She said that following Mandela's 
withdrawal from politics, she is deter- 
mined to let him relax and enjoy his 
retirement. 

“He never had a normal family life. 1 
‘want to help him do things he loves as a 
human being, and not what he is expect- 
ed to do. To let him wake up in the morn- 
ing and say: “This is what I want to do.” 
Not what his program dictates,” Mache! 
added. 

Asked to write her story in one sen- 
tence, she said: “It’s a story about Nelson 
Mandela and Graca Machel, two people 
that were very lucky to have met each 
other, and enjoy their lives together. 
That’s all.” 


Republican DeVeaux will 
head minority outreach effort 


WASHINGTON — Republican 
National Committee Co-Chairman 
Patricia Harrison today announced 
that Stuart DeVeaux is joining the 
RNC as a Special Assistant to the Co- 
Chairman in charge of the New 
Majority Council’s efforts to reach to 
the African-American community. 

Harrison said of the Howard 
University graduate, “Stuart will be 
an invaluable asset for our Party in the 
1998 election season and we are lucky 
to get him. The Republican Party is 
poised to build upon our unmatched 
1997 political success, strengthen our 


majorities, and broaden our base, by 


reaching out, through the New 
Majority Council, to African- 
Americans, Hispanics, and Asian- 


Americans on issues that matter to 
Main Street Americans Stuart’s politi- 
cal and communications experience 
will help us reach these goals.” 

eVeaux recently served as 
Deputy Director of the Christian 
Coalition’s Samaritan Project. The 
Samaritan Project’s mission was to 
support churches and ministries serv- 
ing poor and minority communities 
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OPINION 


January 28-| 1998 


City News 4 


Judge’ s order gift 
for Whitman 


Judge orders state to put $312 million more into 
education of poor children and $2.7 Billion into rebuilding 
crumbling schools. 


Governor Whitman, rather than continuing to fight this order, cost- 
ing the tax payers more money, should look at the judge’s order as giv- 
ing her another chapter in her urban plan. Look, no one blinked an eye 
when the Governor included $600 million for new prisons. Therefore, 
the foot dragging on building new schools that may reduce the need for 
more prisons in the future, is especially troubling, to say the least. 

Superior Court Judge Michael Patrick King ruled that the State must 
put $312 million into 28 special needs school districts, spending money 
to provide full-day pre-school for 3 and 4 year olds, full-day kindergarten 
for 5-year olds, school-based social and health services for all students, 
and summer school. In addition, he added $24 million for incentives for 
teachers whose schools meet district goals and another $2.8 billion for 
new school buildings and repairs. Because the State, for nearly 30 years, 
has refused to address the serious problems in urban districts, Judge King 
had little choice if justice is to prevail. 

If we examine the order, in economic development terms, the State 
is being asked to infuse capital into the education of children of the poor- 
est districts to build the educational infrastructure which is the start to 
bolstering New Jersey’s urban foundation. Better educated children will 
lead to more gainfully employed adults which will in turn result in a 
reduction in welfare and crime. Through this rebuilding of schools, more 
people will have opportunities for employment and financial stability, 
thereby increasing the opportunities for home ownership and overall 
business development within city limits. More businesses, more people 
working and more home ownership mean more tax revenue for the cities 
and the State. 

Governor Whitman must look at the silver lining in what seems to be 
a cloud over the kick-off of her second term. This will require that she 
look deep down to understand that the effect of this ruling can be posi- 
tive for our youth. We hope that she and her administration will look 
past the politics to use this as an opportunity to reinforce the foundation 
of our urban centers. 


Letter to the Editor 


Dear Editor 


I commend Governor Whitman today for her inaugural address that placed 
the cities at the top of her priorities for the second term. Today, she made clear 
that she cares, understands and is committed to helping the cities in this state be 
revived. 

All of those who questioned this governor’s commitment should take note, 
that this governor who got little support from cities, came to the largest city in 
the state, and in her inaugural address, committed her second term to urban 
renewal and development. 

We look forward to working with the governor to get legislative support, 
and call upon urban mayors and other urban leaders to join in this tremendous 
effort to revive and improve the quality of life of our cities. 


The Reverend Reginald T. Jackson 
xecutive Director 
Black Minister Council of New Jersey 


Dear Attorney General 


Once again I must take time out from my busy schedule to ask that the 
Department of Justice (DOJ) stop denying He i pa farmers. As you are 
aware, black farmers have endured and con- 


The denial 


the African 


American legacy 


By Harry C. Alford $ 
others at the local level insist on 


We have reached a new phenom- 
enon. A political party which we once 
clinged to, Republican National 
Committee, has launched weapons of - 
mass destruction on us-anti affirma- 
tive action, as if to say “Niggers don’t 
you ever come back to us!”. The other 


major political party (which we now — 
National — 


love), Democratic 
Committee, has taken the new posi- 


tion of “Don’t say Black or African — 


American, in fact, say minority or 
nothing at all—what’s a Nigger to 


do!”. Blacks don’t exist anymore. The | 


result: We ain’t nothing!. 

This is the state of confusion we 
are in. Our so called leaders are dum- 
founded. They are indeed bewildered. 
We used to have a few from our lead- 
ership coalescing with the RNC and 
giving our viewpoint to the intelli- 
gentsia in that camp. Then we had the 
masses at the DNC who would always 
be there when the “bucket” was cast 
down to help us. Guess what? The 
bucket ain’t coming! 

A recent and very good example | 
of the above is the blatant racism our 
Black farmers are experiencing at the 
federal agency known as the US i 
Department of Agriculture. Astutely, 
Congresswoman Cynthia McKinney ` 
and other members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus demand- | 
ed a meeting with President Clinton, 
Clinton finally agreed to the meeting , 
but refused to formally refer to the 
meeting as one dealing with Black 
farmers. He and his staff insisted on 
referring to i as one dealing with 
and/or “minority 
Clinton be el to use the 
i.e. Black business, Black 
people, Black issues. It’s as if we can- 
not stand alone or be dealt with as an 
entity. 


This administration and many 


rouping all groups of color as one. 
‘The most blatant racism and historical 
legacy of disenfranchisement is that 
of the African American. Yet, they 
want to group us all together as if we 
come from the same past and our 
experiences are identical. We must 
not settle for this sell out. 

In debate, in court and in the 
media we must stand up for our per- 
sonal advocacy. We are the only race 
in this nation that can prove a consis- 


Affirming my love 
for black people 


By Dr. Conrad W. Worrill 


The word love is probably one of 
the most used and overworked words 
in the English language. 

According to most European def- 
initions love is “a feeling of strong 
personal attachment induced by sym- 
pathetic understanding or by ties of 
kinship.” 

Of course we are most familiar 
with the usage of the word love in 


tent denial of our equal 
and exploitation of our civil rights. 
We are that big skeleton in Americ: 
closet and we must make America 
eventually deal with it. We must 
become terribly vigilant about this. 

As the RNC serves up Wardell 
Connerly and Clarence Thomas and 
while the DNC serves up Rodney 
Slater and other meek souls of color, 
we must serve up our own—the true 
and proud Black folk who can effec- 
tively represent us and shout to the 
world—*Equal opportunity and eco- 
nomic freedom for Black folks!” 

We cannot be patient and we cer- 
tainly cannot be nice about the ugly 
issue of bigotry and disparity. As we 
approach the 3rd millennium, our 
rsenal must be filled with informa- 
“tion and organization, If we don’t 
level this playing field in the next 
twenty years, we, as a people, are 
doomed. It is our rich legacy that must 
remind us to push forward and also to 
demand reparations for damages com- 
mitted to our forefathers and the 
affects of which remain today. 


Harry C. Alford is President/CEO 
of the National Black Chamber of 
Commerce 


On the road—still 


By Askia Muhammad 


So far, I've been on the road with 
the Honorable Louis Farrakhan for 

seven weeks. I would like to express my 

profound and everlasting thanks to 

Minister Farrakhan for allowing me tà 

accompany him on this trip. 

Officially, we have been to 19 coun- 
tries—not counting Zurich, Switzerland 
where we boarded a chartered 727 jet 
liner to begin our odyssey; or Djerba, 
Tunisia from whence we traveled overs 
land to Tripoli, Libya. 

s has not been your glamorgu$ 
typical-pop-idol, ‘bourgeois world tour. 
Not by a long shot. In fact, we have been 
in four countries that are suffering under 
punitive American-imposed, United 
Nations economic sanctions. Iraq, 
Libya, Nigeria, and Sudan. And you 
could just as well include occupied 
Palestine (Israel) on that list, because the 
conditions under which the poor 


tinuing discrimination at the hands of this peek EN 

This discrimination has caused black farmers to lose their land, their liveli- 
hood, and their homes. 

The latest roadblock comes in Mr. Eddie Ross’ case. The USDA settled his 
case by a Resolution Agreement on November 19, 1997, with full agreement by 
the Secretary, the USDA Office of Civil Rights, and the Office of General 
Counsel. The Farmer Service Agency was instructed to issue Mr.Ross’ check 
under the terms of the settlement agreement 

Yet, the day before Mr. Ross was to receive his check, the Civil Division of 
the DOJ inexplicably halted the distribution of his check and refused to honor 
the terms of this executed settlement agreement. 

The DOJ legal tactics are dilatory and mean-spirited. They only serve to 
reinforce black farmers’ belief that this government is not interested in reme- 
dying its admitted discrimination. 

This government should be embarrassed and ashamed at how it has treated 
black farmers. I demand an immediate release of Mr. Eddie Ross’ check and 
that the DOJ start negotiating in good faith to resolve each and every black 
farmer claim. 


Sincerely, 
Maxine Waters, Chair 
Congressional Black Caucus 


Dear Senator Torricelli: 


Thank you for the interest and 
action you are taking in regard to air- 
craft noise that continues to plague 
communities throughout New Jersey 


Newark Airport, about the noise from 
aircraft at our house. He came out and 
measured the noise level and indicat- 
ed that we would have a monitor 


However, we would urge you to look 
into statements made by the FAA and 
the Port Authority of New York and 
New Jersey which are patently false. 
Statements that have been issued say- 
ing that there are relatively few air- 
craft flight paths over Union and 
Middlesex counties. As we have 
noted in previous communication 
with your office, since early Spring 
1997, we have between 180 and 350 
flights a day coming directly over our 
house from four different directions 
The situation is intolerable. 

In regard to the Port Authority 
conducting noise testing, we com- 
plained to the PA and specifically to 
Richard Halik, Senior Engineer at 


placed on our property. After three 
months he told us we were located too 
far from the airport, and the monitor- 
ing device would not be installed. The 
fact that the noise levels at our house 
were above the acceptability levels 
n to make any difference. 
dering how closely the FAA 
works with the airlines, some would 
say hand in hand, our elected officials 
are the only ones we can depend on to 
implement change and to protect our 
quality of life. We urge you to contin- 
ue your efforts on our behalf. 


Sincerely 
Murray Roberts 
Plainfield, NJ 
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jans live are as bad as any for 
Blacks in South Africa under apartheid. 

Even the capitals of some of the 16 
African nations we've visited thus far, 
“household names”— 
Banjul, Gambia; 
Niamey, Niger; among them. 

While life is not so bad for a few * 
days in a hotels “under sanctions,” 
access to such modem necessities as 
cheap telephone long-distance, fax 
machines. and Email is severely cur- 
tailed or non-existent. Lets not talk 


about some of the luxuries of life, like 
toiletries, for example which are hard to 
find, and very expensive even where 
there are no sanctions. 

So this is not the tour to sign up for 
if you want to put your feet up, enjoy the 
sand and surf, and enjoy the view. We 
have, in fact, been in four countries that, 
within the last six months, have been 
involved in a major civil war, a revolu- 
tion, or which survived a government- 
shaking attempted coup d’etat: Liberia, 
Democratic Republic of Congo, Nigeria, 


Niger. 
Í Bui in all bf this we've séen some 
wonders to behold: the Valley of the 
be in Luxor, Eg 


Timbuktu in Mali, West Africa. We've 
experienced the haunting fragrance of 
the “ilongay” tree, the essence of which 
is the basis of 50 percent of all French 
perfumes. 

‘There are still more wonders ahead 
for us, God willing. We are headed to the 
Holy City Mecca, in Arabia, during the 
Holy Month of Ramadan! Moscow, 
Hanoi, the Phillippines, Brazil and Cuba 
are still on our itinerary. Now that I've 
found my writing pen again, I hope to 
share some of these sights and sou 
with you, every week. 


Askia Muhammad is a Washington, 
DC-based writer, photo-journalist and 
radio commentator. 


America has a balanced 


budget. Hey, 


For the last week, you haven't been | 
able to tum on the television or pick up 
a newspaper without seeing something | 
about the Balanced Budget. Deficit 
spending is over, the politicians tell us 
Now they’re busy arguing over how to 


wait a minute. 


paigns. The Democratic Party's heavily 
funded welfare extravaganza was useful 
_ for keeping Black America in line with 
© the Democratic Party. But did such 
spending eliminate poverty and help us 
to become good wage earners in a pro- 
ductive and expansionary economy? 
p orren not. Black America is still 


spend our tax dollars, including how to | 


spend the possible surpluses now pro- 


jected. 
Hold everything! Before we get into 


and Republicans, did balance the budget 
means that they could have balanced it 
all along. For 30 years it was in the inter- 
ests of both parties not to balance it. But, 
after 19 million Americans voted inde- 
pendent for Ross Perot in 1992 to force 
the balanced budget issue on the public: 
agenda as part of an overall rejection of 
the parties’ handling of government 
affairs, the resident powers that be fig- 
ured out that they'd better balance the 
thing. So they did. 

But the “balance the budget” upris- 
ing of 1992 and beyond was about much. 
more than just getting some government 
accountants to calculate spending cuts 
and project revenue increases. It was 


i about the fact that the American people 


aren't thrilled with how our money is 
being spent—deficit or no deficit. The 
government is always spending money, 
after all. Deficit spending was just a way 
of spending more than we had, largely 10 
help both parties foster political loyalties 
from disparate interest or identity 
groups. Of course, even that spending 
was done in accord with Republicans 
and Democrats maintaining their funda- 
mental commitment to the corporate: 
special interests which fund their c: 


oy tat everyone in the centers 
L of power is talking about how the coun- 


“try should spend government (ours) 


money, maybe we should talk about 
how we talk about it. What I mean is 
Í this. The American people don’t—by 
and large—get to participate in making 
"those determinations, They are made by 


l our representatives. But those represen- 


tatives are structurally shielded from any 
true accountability to the public. 
Incumbents are returned to office at rates 
“above 95 percent. Elections are run in 
ways that favor those incumbents. 
Direct democracy like initiative and ref- 
“erenda are outlawed in half the states. 
‘Campaign finance laws are rigged t0 
benefit office holders. 

How do we get control of the bud- 
‘get so that spending decisions can be 
“made by and for ordinary people and not 
“for me special interests? By getting 
“more control over the political process 
Through aggressive political reform. 
“America may not have a budget deficit 
‘at the moment. But it does have a 
‘democracy deficit, whereby the two par- 
fies have nearly all the power and the 
people very little. If we balance that 
‘budget, through political reform, we'll 
be getting somewhere. 


Lenora B. Fulani is currently a 

leading activist in the Reform Party and 

Chairs the Commitee for a Unified inde- 
pendent Party. 


with 
“Tender and J can truly say I 
s į passionate oye Black peopl 
affection for one ‘e Black people 
a the opposite no matter how 
wi k frustrated I get 
rom time | a 
to time we also ith the negative 
hear the word behavior of so 
love used as an many of our 
expression and Beis 


articulation of 
one’s love for 
Black people as a race. 

It is without question that seg- 
ments of the African Community in 
America have lost all sense of moral 
and ethical relationships with other 
African people. 

This is demonstrated day in and 
day out by the increased number of 
African people killing each other, 
mentally and physically abusing each 
other, and the list goes on and on and 
on. 

` Tcan truly say I love Black people 
no matter how frustrated I get with the 
negative behavior of so many of our 
people. 
I love Black people because I 
understand that the creative force of 
the universe has endowed us to make 


the great contributions we have made 
to the world and continue to make. 

As a race of people we really have 
no choice but to love each other. The 
Europeans created the white suprema- 
cy system that has caused so much of 
the world to hate us even though they 
secretly admire what we have given to 
the world. Many of them know the 
world. Many of them know the truth, 
but the problem is so many of us don’t 
- due to the education system they set 
up to coyer up the truth. 

Tt seems to me that ravaging of 
African civilizations, African cul- 
tures, African minds and African 
lands, at this preset stage in history, 
places those of us who proclaim to be 
followers of the African Way and 
lovers of Black people to build insti- 
tutions based on African spirituality, 
ethics, and morals. 

We have a responsibility and duty 
to the creator of life by building insti- 
tutions and giving back to God, reci- 
procity, that which has, been given to 
us through the cosmos in which we 
have received life through, 

I love Black people because I 
know we have the capacity to return 
to Maat—which is reciprocity, bal- 
ance, and through the creative force 
that gives life, power and health that 
we must give back. a 

I love Black people and urge all 
Black people to love each other so we 
can survive the white supremacy 
genocidal onslaught. 


Dr. Conrad Worrill is the 
National Chairman of the National 
Black United Front. 


Marion Barry: 
A profile in courage 


By Maurice A. Dawkins 


A Black Leader with a Black 
Political Base, Marion Barry, The 
Mayor of Washington D.C., the 
nation’s capitol is a logical target for 
the attacks of the white power struc- 
ture. 

His rise through the political sys- 
tem from city councilman to finance 
committee chairman to Mayor was 
based on a rise orien the system a 

base 


and gold of Africa with the techno- 
logical and organizational know-how 
of Black Americans. 

Perhaps what was done to Marcus 
Garvey, W.E.B. Dubois, Paul 
Robeson, Adam Clayton Powell, 
Martin Luther King and Malcolm X 
must now be done to Marion Barry. 
How long will it take before they add 
Jesse Jackson to the list? 

It can’t be because Nigeria is a 
military sevemments Chile is a mili- 


progress as a Tenet eee 
hs mammenn 
nega ms A Marion 
President of 
the National Barry connec- 
BI he i 
tion might lead 


Mayors 

iie a to a connection 
he ee with the 400- 
as a key fig- 

M ae plus Black 
World i 
Conerence mayors in 
of Mayors America. 


and attends ————— 
their conference in Abuja, Nigeria 
where they welcome him as a modern 
day hero, a role model of what a 
Mayor can accomplish in public 
administration and political power. 
He appeared as a key figure at the 
African-African American Summit 
initiated by Reverend Leon Sullivan 
who let the international community 
know his high regard and genuine 
appreciation for the man Marion 


rry. 

Why then with this track record 
of positive achievement and recogni- 
tion from Black America should he be 
vilified and demonized by the white 
media because they are trying to 
destabilize Black Nigeria with an 
elaborate disinformation program? 
Why does the Washington Post 
choose to put a negative spin on the 
story reporting his visit to Nigeria and 
his visit to Harare Zimbabwe? 

Is it possibly because the white 
power structure is determined to 


tary good standing 
with the United States. It can’t. be 
because of Nigeria’s human rights 
record. Communist China has, a 
record many times worse than capital- 
ist Nigeria. The US de-links human 
rights from trade and investment 
when it comes to China. It can’t,be 
because Nigeria has helped stabilize 
Liberia and is working to restore 
democracy in Sierra Leone. No it 
must be because of racism!— Global 
Racism! Neocolonial Racism! 

A Marion Barry Connection 
might lead to connection with the 
400-plus Black Mayors in America. 
This might lead to a connection with 
Black Community Based 
Organizations, Black Churches and 
the Black Press. No, White America 
cannot forgive Marion Barry’s short- 
comings like they forgive Bill 
Clinton’s shortcomings. Marion does- 
n’t have the powerful damage control 
machinery that is at lovable unsink- 
able Bill's disposal. He has the’ same. 
womanizing and drug use charges 
made against him. He has the same 
record of being a comeback kid and 
he had a lot to come back from. The 
difference is that though he talks like 
a brother, he’s not black like Barry! 

His PR people say his accom- 
plishments as president eclipse his 
ethical and moral shortcomings, But 
no one says Barry’s accomplishments 
eclipse his ethical or moral shortcom- 
ings. It’s a double standard—its 
racism and Mayor Marion Barry is a 
profile in Courage who faces this 
challenge without fear—as his black 


community backs him up—thank 
destroy and demean authentic Black God! 
American leadership? Is it because 
white America fears a genuine 
alliance between Black Africans and 
African Americans in terms of eco- Rev. Maurice Dawkins Is 
nomic empowerment—-combining Chairman Of The National Coalition 
the strategic minerals, oil, diamonds For Fairness In Africa Policy. 
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ae 28-February 3,1998 
Business-to-business market 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28 


NEW BRUNSWICK—The Eleventh 
Annual Journalism Award for 
Distinguished Business & Financial 
Reporting of NJ Issues. Newspapers 
and magazines in NJ is qualified and 
encouraged to enter. For more infor- 
mation, call 908-932-8567. Deadlines 
‘or submissions is Feb. 25th. 


SOMERSET—A one-day business 
management workshop, © “Small 
Business Ownership” will be held at 
‘Summit Bank from 7 to 9:30 p.m. For 
more info, call 908-218-8871 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 29 


NEWARK—Minority Business 
Journal presents a business builder 
seminar from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 
Newark. Airport Marriott. For more 
info, call 908-754-3400. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 30 


WILMINGTON—A general_meeting 
seminar, “Fundamentals of Electronic 
Commerce” will be held from 1 to 4 
p.m. at HeWwlett Packard. For more 
info, call 215-893-9977. 


‘TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 3 


NORTH BRANCH—Leamn the details 
of accounting needs for the. small 
business at a one-day workshop at 
the Institute for Business & 
Professional Development from 7 to 
9:30 p.m. For more info, call 908-218- 
8871 


BEDMINSTER—You're invited to 
attend a monthly networking social 
from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. at Kings. 
For more info, call 908-725-1552, 


ORLANDO—The New Management 
Conference on business-based virtu- 
al communities. For a full conference 
brochure, call 1-800-248-8466. 


WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 4 


NEW BRUNSWICK—The NJ State 
Bar Foundation presents a free public 
seminar on bankruptcy law from 7 to 
9ip.mvatthé NI'taW Center. For more 
info, call 1-800-FREE-LAW. 


Books 


| 


} 
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_BUSINESS_ 


The new frontier for minority business 


By Eric R. Elmore 


It is estimated that more than three 
milion snort busnesct ae opersing 
in the United States. Furthermore, new 
PS AB a EE opening 
at a rate of over 7,000 a month. For 
minorities in general, these numbers are 
encouraging, but for minority business 
owners, these numbers represent 
increased competition in the marketplace. 
For the first time in our nation’s his- 
tory, minority-owned businesses are com- 
peting against each other and mainstream 
businesses for the dollars and loyalties of 
consumers and other businesses. While 
‘consumer dollars are the backbone of the 
‘American economy, businesses are 
beginning to recognize the growing ben- 
efits of business-to-business relation- 
ships. These relationships generally yield 
higher average sales and tend to be on a 
contract basis. For example, a consumer 
will buy a six-pack of cola with no oblig- 


ation to buy another. On the othe hal 2 
restaurant chain will buy 2,000 six-packs 
for their 15 locations, and may be con- 
tracted to do so on a monthly basis for a 
full year. 

Identifying the types of businesses 
that will most likely need your products 
or services is the first step in planning 
your business-to-business marketi 
campaign. For some businesses, a good 
place to start is your own customer base 
Look closely at any corporate accounts 
you may have. Then you'll want to take 
all the key characteristics of the most 
lucrative corporate accounts and find 
prospects who fit those same cl 
tics. This is called modeling and itis used 
by the most sophisticated business+to- 
business marketers. Let’s say your top 
corporate account is a printing firm in the 
New York City area with 22 employees 
and $1,000,000 in annual sales. Using 
the modeling technique, you would find 
other printing firms with those character- 


Landmark tax law changes 
encourage retirement saving 


WILMTNGTON, DE—Americans 
are getting serious about saving this 
year and plan to put away more to fund 
their retirement, according to a survey 
on the effects of the Taxpayer Relief Act 
of 1997 on consumer opinions and 
behavior. The findings were announced 
recently at a ceremony with Senator 
William V. Roth, Jr. (R-Del). 

More than half of Americans polled 
in the survey said they would fund and 
Individual Retirement Account, or IRA, 
in 1998 now that the Taxpayer Relief 
Act has made changes to this retirement 
savings option. Fewer than half are cur- 
rently using IRAs to save for retirement. 

“I think we're going to see a 
tremendous increase in family savings 
this year because of the Taxpayer Relief 
Act. The deductible IRA create 
Opportunities for people to save,” said 
Senator Roth. 

“This is great news for American 
families and it has the potential to 
increase our nation’s personal savings 
rate which can be a major step forward 
for our overall economic growth.” 


The large majority of Americans 
surveyed support the changes in. the 
Taxpayer Relief Act. Moreover, 24 
cent of respondents indicate their opin- 
ion of Congress has improved as a result 
of the enactment of this legislation. 
While 69 percent of those surveyed 
believe that, overall, the Taxpayer 
Relief Act will help Pir ee save for 
retirement these consumers arc 
what less confident that the Aa will 
help their own household save for retire- 
ment. These findings suggest the 
Taxpayer Relief Act may not have gone 
far enough. In fact, if the contribution 
limit on IRAs were increased, 57 per- 
cent of respondents who are non-IRA 
savers say they would be more likely to 
contribute to an IRA. 

According to the survey, while a 
large majority of survey participants say 
they are saving for retirement, only 29 
percent of those surveyed feel “Very 
confident” they will have enough 
money saved at retirement to provide 
the kind of lifestyle they plan to have 
throughout retirement. k 
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Best-selling author offers — 
best business opportatieg 


NEW YORK—From“ George 
2Friser, pioneering ‘author’ of ‘the 
national best-seller Success Runs rn 
“Oar Race, a groundbreaking gu 
£ pétSonal ‘and professional success tor 
-African Americans, comes’ the highly 

“anticipated follow up, ‘Race ‘For 
“Success; The Ten Best Business 
‘Opportunities for Blacks in America 
© (published by William Morrow). 

Dynamic, charismatic, and unre- 

+ lentingly upbeat even in the face of 
daunting odds, Fraser is currently in 
great demand as a motivational speak- 

i er, delivering over 200 lectures annu- 
“ally for students and executives 
nationwide. 

F Fraser’s new book Race For 

| Success is both a warning and a stim- 
ulus for Black people in America, as 

* Blacks enter their final moral assign- 

jent: creating wealth for Black peo- 

‘ple worldw’ 

In Race For Success, Fraser pro- 

Vides a blueprint for harnessing 


Survey explores views 


untapped potential and for creating 
unlimited wealth, identifying and 
detailing the ten best business oppor- 
tunities available for Black Americans 
‘on the cusp of the twenty-first centu- 
ry: education; finance and banking, 
small businesses; technology; publish- 
ing; urban redevelopment; entertain- 
ment; sports; health care; and global 
commerce. Fraser also spotlights 
inspirational success stories in each 
field, using both well-known figures 
and previously unheralded heroes to 
guide the journey and to illustrate the 
diversity of African American accom- 
plishment. 

Race For Success offers readers 
invaluable guidance on: 

* Key building blocks for eco- 
nomic success at home, at work, and 
in the community 

* Strategies for saving and for 
investing in the future 

Over 200 critical career choices 
enabling Blacks to do well while 


doing good 


* Ta of low-cost busi 
start up suggestions 
* Finding capital for.small bı 


ness growth 
* How to network effectivel 
Informed throughout by Frgser’s 
highly infectious passion and) but- 


less potential of African 
equally essential for those j 
out or for those changing 
a key addition to the 
canon. 


George Fraser is President of 
SuccessSource Unlimited, and pub- 


lisher of SuccessGuide: The 
Networking Guide to Black 
Resources. 


of working 


‘African American women 


WASHINGTON, DC —African 
American working women say that, 
“ despite the economic recovery, job securi- 
ty has gotten worse in the last five years, 
* and that it is more difficult to find afford- 
able child care and to save for retirement. 
Those are among the findings of a major 
new study conducted for the Working 
Women’s Department of the AFL-CIO. 
> ° Part of an unprecedented outreach 
~‘ainpaign by the AFL-CIO Working 
Women’s Department, the Ask A 
Working Woman study supplemented a 
popular survey that was retumed by 
50,000 working women. The research 
firm of Lake, Sosin, Snell, Perry and 
Associates conducted the survey from 
July 30 to August 3, 1997. 
More than three-quarters of African 
‘American working women say they pro- 
vide “about half or more” of their house- 
* hold income, compared with two-thirds of 
‘all working women, according to the sci- 
{entific survey. African American women 
are also more likely to work full-time. 
Eighty-five percent of African American 
È women surveyed say they work fulltime, 
} compared with 77. percent of all women 


surveyed. 
5 The scientific survey also found 
that: 


§ © Almosttwo-thirds of- African 

a American working women (61 percent) 

$ are the heads. oftheir households, com 
pared with less than half of all working 
women, 

* African American women are more 
likely than women overall to say that hav- 
ing a job that provides child care is very 
important to them (58 percent compared 
with 33 percent). 

* African American women list a safe 
© and healthy, workplace as their top priori- 
ty, but they are twice as likely to report 
that they do not.have a safe and healthy 
workplace (21 percent, compared with 11 

© percent of all women), 

“x =» ow Nearly every working woman (99> 


fee oe eee eral ae 


a ica Aan vaare tere 
likely than women overall to say that in 
the last five years things have gotten 
worse in the area of promotions for 
women. 

To address the other issues women 
raised, the AFL-CIO launched a new 
Working Women Working Together 
Network. The Network will work to orga- 
Mize at the local, state and federal levels, 
press for passage of legislation of concern 
to women, and promote women’s 
involvement in elections at every level of 
government. 


program will combine support 
for greater federal funding for childcare 
with local union activity to promote and 
shape new community-based initiatives 
designed to increase supply, ensure high 
quality, and raise providers’ pay 
Expanding the supply of after school care 
will be a priority. 

The AFL-CIO is also organizing a 
grassroots campaign to include a national 
Equal Pay Day on April 3, 1998 to bring 
the issue of equal pay home to hundreds 
of communities. Women can join the 
Working Women Working Together 
Network by calling toll free, 1-888-971- 
9797. 


Minority Business Journal 
presents 


Taking ore of you... 


istics and assume they will have similar 
needs and buying habits. 

Some companies are strictly con- 
sumer based—or at least they think they 
are. These companies that used to market 
only to consumers are beginning to put 
creative pitches together to sell to busi- 
nesses. 

Perhaps you are unsure if your ser- 
vice can benefit the business community. 
Here's what you should do. Make a men- 


your service, or look for an application 


where it could be used. If you see the 
same service you provide in use that 
means someone is selling it to that busi- 
ness, and probably other businesses too, 
If you see where your service can be 
used, prepare a proposal demonstrating 
how your service can benefit the 
prospect's business. Be specific. Use 
industry numbers and information to 
qualify your conclusions and direct your 


solution to the business you are prospect- 
ing—not everyone in his/her industry 
Use the Internet, business publications 
and the local library to collect informa- 
tion for your proposal and to become 
more savvy about marketing to business- 
es 


D&B can help you identify business 
prospects anywhere in the world. If you 
are unsure of how to enter the business- 
to-business marketing arena, we can help 
by giving you free consultation. After 
your free consultation, we can levera 
the power of the world’s largest business- 
information database-46 million busi- 
nesses-to customize a list of prospects 
that are likely to need your services. Our 
consultants can aiso help you determine 
what type of marketing campaign is best 

Call us today at 1- 
1200 and we'll send 
you the acclaimed guide How To Target 
‘The Right Markets With Direct Mail, 
absolutely free. 


NMBC donates 
computers to U.S. and 
Jamaican organizations 


NEW YORK—The National 
Minority Business Council (NMBC), 
a business membership organization 
based in New York, through its Idle 
Asset Program, donated some 40 
computers and several pieces of office 
furniture to several churches, schools 
and other non-profit organizations in 
the United States and Jamaica. 

The program was conceived in 
the mid-1980s by then manager of the 
organization’s International Trade 


Division. Its purpose is to have idle 

chinery, office equipment and 
technology transferred from the major 
U.S. corporations to developing coun- 
tries and struggling organizations in 
the U.S., to help in increasing produc- 
tivity. The NMBC acts as the conduit 
of this transfer, and because of its 
non-profit status, the donating corpo- 
rations would receive tax benefits for 
their contributions. 


Marketeers waking 
up to the importance 
of African-American 
consumers 


W YORK—Although the 
crushing poverty of many African- 
Americans has long made news, less 
well-publicized is that growing numbers 
are moving into the ranks of the middle 
class and the affluent. This fact is not 
being lost on marketers, who are increas- 
ingly focusing on the African-American 
market. 

Black purchasing power in the 
United States jumped 47 percent 
between 1990 and 1996 to $447 billion, 


according to “The African-American 
Market,” a report by the New York City- 
based research firm, Packaged Facts. “ 


This represents a faster growth rate than 
both the nation’s purchasing power as a 
whole and the Consumer Price Index. 
All the more important: Blacks Are 
‘Trendsetters. Marketers are increasingly 
recognizing not only the growing impor- 
tance 


of the African-American market 
but also its importance as a means 
of speaking to other markets. Young 
blacks, in particular, are trendsetters in 
many areas of pop culture—from fash- 
ion to music to movies. 
je report asserts that the first rule 
of marketing to African-Americans is 
understanding the need Co market 
directly to African-Americans. To that 
end, if blacks do not see themselves pic- 
tured—in storefronts, in staffing, in 
management—they will not feel that 
marketing efforts are geared toward 
them. Other key values that motivate 
black purchasing decisions include fam- 
ily, church and God, pride in cultural 
heritage, respect, and the will to succeed. 
African-Americans watch more TV, 
listen to more radio, and consume more 
print media than whites. What is more, 
they tend to tune into different programs. 
According to the report, blacks and 
whites shared only one show in their 
respective top 20 prime-time TV lists in 
1996: ABC’s “Monday Night Football.” 
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er Service: 


No cash orders! 


INFODISK 650 
THIS CD-ROM CONTAINS OVER 650 
MONEY-MAKING OPPORTUNITIES! 
includes several bonuses! 
Send check or ee order if $99 to: 
341 Sumner WE #2 
Plainfield, N.J. 07062 i 
Check orders will be delayed (2-4 
wks for clearing purposes!) 


Quality products Since 1868 
* Spices * Extracts *Health *Laundry 


EXCEPTIONAL INCOME OPPORTUNITY 
OWN YOUR OWN HOME-BASED BUSINESS 
LESS THAN $35. TO START 

Call Independent Marketing Representive 
for Free Information 


201-674-0312 


+ Do these bt 


Are your dollars spent with businesses that value your patronage 

Rebuilding the urban marketplace 

means patronizing businesses 
that support your community 


Next time think before you spend your hard-earned dollars 
+ Do these businesses hire people from your community? 


support ic di 


Find businesses that value your dollars in City News 


Redefining who we are 


lopment in your community? 
+ Do these businesses make charitable contributions to religious, civic 
and social groups in your community. 


THE NEWARK PUBLIC SCHOOLS *” 


AFFIRMA 


To facilitate the process of 


Newark, NJ. 07104. 


business 


IVE ACTION WORKSHOP 


The Newark Public Schools is itted to 


minority/women owned, small/disadvantaged and ‘Newark-based entrepreneurs. 


busin 
Business With the Newark Public Schools is Beenie for February 12, 1998, 
from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at Rafael Hernandez Elementary School, 345 Broadway, 


for 


a workshop Doing 


your business 


A Business Builder Seminar 
sponsored by 


e Q 
MetLife l 
Supported b: 

New Jersey United Minority Business Braintrust 
Discover how you can amis g sr benefits 
you and your employees 
Take an hour of your time to learn about 
e Health Care Benefits 
* Retirement Planning (Simple IRA) 

* Estate Analysis 
e New Tax Laws 
Thursday, January 29, 1998 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. 
Newark Airport Marriott 
RSVP by January 26 1998 (908) 754-3400 
Refreshments served space limited 


Mette Genera! insurance agancy. tne. wel, NS. 
Metropoitan Lite insurance Company. One Madison Avenue, Now York. NY 10010 


07 1229F Stone 1208)(NY. NLD 
——— 


` | This + workshop will provide 


with i on District 
and dures and written i ion on State of New Jersey 
pre-qualification, certification, vendor lists and a. activities. 


| Those interested in attending should RSVP, using the form below, to Don Johnson, 

|_| Affirmative Action Office, Box B, 2 Cedar Street, Newark, N.J. 07102 or fax to 

| | (973) 733-6834. Questions should be directed to (973) 733-8764. 
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Controlling 
Your 
Suggestive 
Environment 


By Michael A. Grant, J.D. 


We've all heard the old axiom: 
“Birds of a feather flock together.” 
But have you ever asked yourself 
why they do? 

Being aware of who we choose to 
spend our quality time with and 
knowing these individuals wield 
powerful influence on our thoughts 
and actions is something worth pon- 
dering. Consciously or subconscious- 
ly, we are building lives for ourselves 
that we will come to believe are heav- 
ens or hells. The future is shaped in 
great measure by the people whom 
we allow to share our sacred space 


today. 

Think about it. How did your 
spouse (or significant other) respond 
the last time you enthusiastically 
mentioned an idea that could lead you 
back to school, or to opening a busi- 
ness, or to controlling your weight, or 
whatever? 

‘The people with whom we asso- 
ciate can make or break us. They can 
convince us that we don’t have the 
right stuff to live life as we dream that 
it should be or they can help create a 
synergy that convinces us that all 
manner of things are possible. 

f we are constantly hearing 
words of limitation and defeat from 
those with whom we choose to asso- 
ciate, our deepest intentions or sub- 
conscious unworthiness is being 
revealed to us. If, on the other hand, 
the words of our companions are as 
cheering throngs, we know that our 
‘own will to succeed is strong indeed. 

It is of paramount importance 
that we choose positive, encouraging, 
supportive, dream-sharing friends 
and associates. How, you might be 
asking, does one deal with family 
members with whom one is forced to 
share space? The answer is simple: if 
they are negative, energy-draining, 
nothing-is-ever-right-or-good- 
enough individuals, you may not 
want to limit their place in your heart 
but, for survival’s sake, you must 
limit them space in your head. 

controlling our suggestive envi- 
ronments is our responsibility and 
ours alone. Our lives are our king- 
doms. Just as we would not invite 
wild, vicious predators into the places 
where we live, we should guard 
against those who come to drain the 
life out of our best intentions or 


oin is equal- 
ly valid. It is imperative that we not 
allow our ill-tempered moods to 
cloud out the sunshine of others’ 
enthusiasm for their ideas or dreams. 
If we cannot encourage their efforts, 
we can, at least, acknowledge their 
good intentions. Human beings are 
social animals. And contrary to the 
tenets of rugged individualism or to 
the obsessive preoccupations of a nar- 
cissistic “Me Generation,” we desper- 
ately need each other. 

So, since we must depend on 
each other, why not choose to be and 
to surround ourselves with positive 
energy. Doing so will cause us and 
our companions to soar with expecta- 
tions for life’s limitless possibilities 
and then we will come to understand 
why birds of a feather need to flock 
together. 


Sh 
Canes) Church 
present 
Sin; 


Choir Prayer Breakfast 
February 7, 8 a.m.-noon 


“The Reason. Why We 


featuring 
Rose of Sharon Voices of 
Praise 


Minister Valeria Yancy 
Donation: $5 
Rose of Sharon Community Church 
Street 


825 West Seventh Si 
Plainfield, NJ 


Divine discontent 


By Junious Ricardo Stanton 


You were born with a purpose and 
mission. Your personality has been 
divinely encoded with all the talents 
and resources you need to fulfill your 
unique destiny. This is the essence of 
the so-called occult sciences of astrolo- 
gy, numerology and palmistry; to assist 
you in knowing your life mission, your 
Strengths and weaknesses and the 
lessons you must learn during your pil- 
grimage on the material pla 

So many of our people are wan- 
dering aimlessly through life not 
knowing who they are or what their 
purpose is, unsure of the reason they 
are here. Many are frustrated and agi- 


Kaaren 
Patterson 
exhibit 
celebrates 
holiness 


BLOOMFIELD—Bloomfield 
College’s Westminster Art Gallery 
proudly presents “Ordinary Altars,” 
an exhibition by Kaaren Patterson 
which uses everyday objects to evoke 
a sense of spirituality. The show runs 
from January 22 through February 
24. The Coliege will host an artist’s 
reception on Sund: 
1 to 4 p.m. and the public i 
attend. 

An adjunct faculty member at 
Bloomfield Colle; Kean 
College and an art cee 1 i 
Elizabeth Public School system, 
Patterson says the inspiration for 
“Ordinary Altars” came from her 
graduate work in art history as well as 
from people in her daily life. “I love 
listening to people and I'm always 
thinking about the ways people live 
and the kinds of things that become 
altars for them,” said Patterson. 


tated and don’t know why. Even people 
who have acquired the trappings of 
material success and social status are 
not happy or fulfilled. They are baffled 
and perplexed as to why this is so. As a 
result, amyriad of self-destructive 
behaviors are manifesting themselves 
dictions, suicide, familial dys- 
function and personal breakdowns are 
rampant. 

In America there is a phenomenon 
called the mid-life crisis which in my 
opinion is nothing more than a mis- 
guided attempt to make sense out of 
life and confront the dissatisfaction and 
disappointment many people are expe- 
riencing. It’s a sort of mid-course 
adjustment. 


Kaaren Patterson puts th the Finishing 
touches on “Jacob's s 

of the works on lspioy in her 
“Ordinary Altars” exhibit at 
Bloomfield College. 


“Each life, no matter how illustrious, 
is attached to the ordinariness of 
being and to those most basic images 
and objects of which define life for 
us—joy, pain, death, love, guilt, or 
faith. With ‘Ordinary Altars” I hope 
to, show how mundane and insignifi- 
cant objects can telescope a glimpse 
of the Divine.” 

For more information on the 
exhibition and the Westminster Art 
Gallery, call the Office of Student 
Affairs at 973-748-9000, ext. 245 


Children of color get 
a Bible of their own 


LE, TN—With the 
release of its Children of Color 
Storybook Bible, Thomas Nelson 
announces its third Bible specifically 
for African Americans. Previously pub- 
lished were the Family Heritage Bible, 
in 1996, and the Holy Bible for 
Children of Color, in 1993. The 
Children of Color Storybook Bible 
highlights 61 favorite Bible stories with 

hly, illustrated characters of African 
descent such as Zipporah, The Queen of 
Sheba and ot aders will enjoy 
God's first humans Adam and 

and the birth of Christ as charac- 


Creating Your 


By Junious Ricardo Stanton 


What you see or create in your 
mind’s eye and what you tend to 
dwell upon has a way of manifesting 
itself in your life. Is this magic? No. It 
is part and parcel of our powers of 
creativity, Humans are creative 
beings. We have the power to visual- 
ize, to create mental images and for- 
mulate plans in the non-material 
realm of our minds. It is from these 
plans, images and visions that we 
forge our future. 

What do you want out of life? 
What do you want to do, be or have? 
Do you think it will happen automat- 
ically just because you want it to? 
What will it take for your dreams and 
aspirations to become reality? Just 


because you think or create an image 
in your mind doesn’t mean it will 
spontaneously come to pass. Many of 
our daydreams and fantasies never 
come true. However the difference 
between a daydream and a serious 
objective is the time and energy we 
are willing +o invest in making them 
come true. 

Our daydreams and fantasies are 
just mental fabrications. We don’t 
take them seriously and we certainly 
won't take any action to make them 
real. Goals, aspirations and objective 
are different. True, they start out 
ideas, images or visions, just as fan- 
tasies do. What makes them different 
is that we believe they have the poten- 
tial to come true. We think they are 
possible, plausible and even probable. 
So, we are willing to invest the time 


ters with their same 
skin color. 
Mel Banks Jr., the 


“Helping eve 
Il criden ib develop 
ir self-esteem i 


God in their hearts and 
minds. 
The illustrator of 
the Bible, artist Victor 
Hogan, shares a similar 
that young 
‘Americans 
Bible designed 
. “T believe this 
Bible will instill values 
in children at an early age. Families 
need a foundation today to move 
beyond a lot of the challenges in bla 
communities. If the parents have dai 
ible studies with their children, th 
the children have a much better chance 
of making a difference with their life. 1 
don’t think it’s been a priority in fami- 
lies in the last several years. But you can 
really catch their attention now with this 
ble. It will make a change—it's the 
Word of God and the Word changes 
things. The African characters make it 
seem more possible for them to live like 
the Bible says.” 


Future 


and energy to make them real. 

The ideas we put faith and action 
behind have the potential to come 
true. If you don’t think you are good 
at something or you don’t feel com- 
fortable doing it, your attitude will 
prevent you from doing it well. A 
positive self-image, the ability to 
clearly visualize what we want out of 


The frustration you feel is natural! 
Your inner self is telling you to get on 
purpose, get on track. Your inner self is 
all wise, it contains the Omniscience of 
God (Remember, the kingdom of God 
is within you). This divine wisdom and 
knowledge is attempting to get your 
attention, guide and redirect you 
towards the right path 

When you are in a situation that is 
stifling your creativity and you are not 
growing, you recognize it whether or 
not you are willing to admit it to your- 
self. Denial or the feeling that you have 
no options is the reason most people 
remain in restrictive environments. We 
stay in them because of our fear of the 
unknown. We are unwilling to venture 


beyond our “comfort zone,” which is 
an oxymoron, if ever there was one. 
The frustration we feel is Divine 
Discontent. It is based upon the truth 
that this situation is not good for us, 
whether it is a high salaried position, a 
low paying job, or a toxic relationship. 
Is there a solution? Yes. The solu- 
tion is as old as time itself: 
Man/woman know thyself! Once you 
know who you are and the unique tal- 
ents you possess, you will know what it 
is you are to do, be and have in this life. 
Being on purpose and on task towards 
your life’s mission is the only thing that 
really counts. The discontent and frus- 
tration you are experiencing is God’s 
way of telling you to get on track. 


Long Branch 
remembers Dr. King 


By Avery Grant 


The Community Action Board of 
Greater Long Branch and the Martin 
Luther King, Jr. Memorial Guild 
Association of Second Baptist Church 
held its tribute to Dr. King in The 
Long Branch Church of God. Pictures 
above are, from left, Melody 
Alderman, co-chairperson of the 
Essay Committee, Bishop Richard® 
Worsley, Jr., pastor and guest speaker, 
Naomi Bristol, essay winner and Long 
Branch Power of Christ Academy stu- 
dent, Hope Bristol, Naomi’s mother 


and evangelist Gloria James of Power 
of Christ's Gospel Outreach for 
Worldwide Evangelism. 

Naomi Bristol. A tenth grade stu- 
dent, delivered her essay passionately 
and powerfully, “A legacy is some- 
thing that is handed down, and if it is 
handed down that means then we have 
to take it up.” Continuing in a voice 
with wisdom that seemed far beyond 
her age, she said, “We talk about how 
the system has done us wrong, forget 
about the system; be proud of our- 
selves and know that we have to work 
twice as hard.” 


Ramadan 
Mubarak 


It was during the Holy Islamic 
month of Ramadan, in the year 610 
A.D. when the Prophet Muhammad — 
peace and blessings be upon him— 
began receiving from the Angel Jabril, 
the Divine Revelations of the Holy 
Qur'an. In accordance with what has 
been prescribed by Prophet Muhammad 
(pbuh), this month is observed by 
Muslims. throughout the world with 
fasting from the beginning of the sight- 
ing of the new moon for the month of. 
Ramadan, to the sighting of the new 
moon for the month of Shawwal. 
Fasting is always from sunrise to sunset. 

Immediately following the last day 
of Ramadan is Eid-ul-Fitr. This joyous 
occasion of gathering, eating, sharing, 
playing, etc., lasts for three days, and is 
anticipated by Muslims who are anx- 
iously waiting to attend the many festiv- 
ities. After attending the Eid prayer, fol- 
lowed by a Khutba, or sermon, the days 
are filled with celebration within the 
Muslim communities. 


Celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr 


On January 31, Eid Promotions in 
conjunction with various Masajids wel- 
comes you to celebrate Eid-ul-Fitr at 
Brooklyn’ Academy of Music, 30 
Lafayette Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. and activities will begin 
at 7 p.m. until 11 p.m. The guest speak- 
er Abdul Malik’s topic will be “Islam 
and The Gender Issue.” There will be 
Quranic recitation and youth awards. 
Also featured will be recording artist, 
“Imani.” Insha Allah.) For more infor- 
mation call 212-715-1833. 

Tickets can be purchased for 
$12.50 in advance and $15 at the door. 
Call BAM Ticket Office 718-636-4100 
or call your local Masjid for ticket outlet 
information. As Salaamu Alaikum 


‘HD. Auto Supply: 


I 
l 875 South Averitie 
! 
! 


Plainfield, NJ 07062 


1 
I Store Hours: 

17:30 a.m.6:00 p.m. M-F 
18:00 a.m.-4:00 p.m. Sat. 


908-668-4568 
908-668-4622 
Bring Coupon in 
Receive 10% Biscount 
On Any Item 


-= Natural Gas 


drying clothes 


Shop Around 


To leam how, call the 
New Jersey Board of Public Utilities 


1(800) 624-0241 


life, boldness and a to act 
to bring it about, are more important 
than many other factors such as IQ. 
socio-economic status or heredity. 
Do you have the faith and 
courage to overcome your fears, 
doubts and apprehensions to do what 
it takes to achieve your goals? Think 
well on these questigns because your 


Making Smart Choices in New Markets... 


Ma Your Call 


answers and y 
wits ocentis! ai you achieve in 
life. 
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Health 
Calendar 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 28 


NEW BRUNSWICK—A free seminar 
will be held on Laser and Cosmetic 
Surgery at The Skin Laser Center at 
Robert Wood Johnson University 
Hospital from 6 to 7:30 p.m. For more 
info, call 732-418-8145. 


NEWARK—An HIV support group 
meeting, “Changing Lives” will be held 
every Tuesday and Wednesday at 
Positive Health Care, Inc. For more 
inf, call 873-596-9667. 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 29 


NEWARK—Newark Dept. of Health 
and Human Services presents “Salute 
to Life: Youth and Families living with 
HIV/AIDS” at 4 p.m. For more info, call 
973-733-8178. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 30 


NEWARK—Free health services by 
the Newark Dept. of Health and 
Human Services will be held every 
Monday through Friday. For more info, 
call 973-733-5300. 


SATURDAY, JANUARY 31 


TEANECK—Holy Name Hospital 
offers, cardiopulmonary, resuscttaion 
(CPR) from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. in Holy 
Name Hospital's School of Nursing, 
Rooms E14 and E15. For more info, 
call 201-833-7246. 


UPPER — MONTCLAIR—Montclair 
State University is offering a series of 
allied health care programs. A phar- 
maceutical technician program, 
Administrative medical services, 
Medical billing/coding and Ophthalmic 

Assistant program wil be held trough 
May 2nd from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. For 
mote inf, call 1-800-441-8748. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1 


TEANECK—Holy Name Hospital's 
CPR Training Center is offering Infant 
and Child CPR and First Aid from 8 

l to 4 p.m. in the One North 
Conference Room: For more info, call 
201-833-7246. 


Two health 
care 
organizations 
respond to 
changes with 
merger 


ELIZABETH— Visiting Nurse 
Service Systems, Inc., (VNSS) head- 
quartered in Runnemede, New Jersey, 
and Visiting Nurse and Health 
Services, Inc., (VNHS) headquar- 
tered in Elizabeth, New Jersey, 
merged recently. The name for the 
combined entity will be Visiting 
Nurse Service Systems, Inc. The 
organization will continue to provide 
home care and hospice services in 
several areas including Central and 
Southem New Jersey. 

The challenges of imminent 
changes in Medicare, Medicaid, and 
Managed Care reimbursement 
prompted both organizations to look 
into ways of maintaining the high 
level of care to patients, regardless of 
patient’s ability to pay, and continu- 
ing to expand services to benefit the 
community. Both organizations pro- 
vided similar services in two different 
areas of the state. Merging the two 
organizations was the logical answer 
to cutting overheads without compro- 
mising the quality of our patient and 
community care. 

“Our combined experience in 
home care is about 200 years. 
Together, our organizations employ 
about 2, 200 people, who will now be 
able to deliver excellent care with the 
support of a stronger organization,” 
said Ruth Odgren, CEO/President of 
Visiting Nurse and Health Services. 

“We looked at each other's 
strength in terms of clinical quality, 
programs, support services including 
computer/communications systems, 
and decided that a merger would 
result in improved service to patients, 
It is apparent that both organizations 
have the same mission of improving 
the health status of people in the com- 
munities that we said 
Marianne Czoch, President and CEO 
of Visiting Nurse and Service 
Systems. 

‘The organizations and their affil- 
iates provide similar services: skilled 
home care services, rehabilitation ser- 
vices, social work, mental health pro- 
grams, hospice, counseling, alterna- 
tive family care, Intergenerational 
Day Care, home medical equipment / 
infusion and pharmacy, 


American Heart 
Association.’ 


If you are what you eat, 
why not cut back on fat? 


Prostate Cancer can be 
checked with a check-up 


By Larry Lucas 


As I write this article, I'm home 
recovering after successful prostate 
cancer surgery—and thanking my 
lucky stars that I caught the disease in 
time. I want to share my good fortune 
with you by giving you this loud and 
clear message. If you’re a male over 
40 be sure to get checked out for 
prostate cancer. This is particularly 
important for African American men, 
who have the highest rate of prostate 
cancer in the world. 

The American Cancer Society 
recommends that every man over 40 
have a rectal examination as part of a 
regular annual physical. This exam 
allows the doctor to feel for any 
abnormality in the prostate, a walnut- 
sized gland located just below the 


Rahway Resident Honored At American 
Heart Association Heart & Soul Gala 


bladder. And men 50 and older should 
have an annual blood test to check for 
prostate cancer. African American 
men or those with a family history of 
prostate cancer should start getting the 
blood test, known as the PSA or 
prostate specific antigen test, at age 
40. 


These quick and painless tests can 
literally save your life. Nine out of ten 
men survive prostate cancer if it is 
diagnosed before it spreads to other 
areas. 

If you are diagnosed with prostate 
cancer, there are several treatment 
choices. You and your doctor will 
decide on a treatment based on your 
age, the stage of the disease, and the 
possible side effects of the treatment. 
Te will usually include one or a combi- 
nation of the following: 


RAHWAY—Yvonne Wesley, at right, RN, MS, research and program coo! 
lorthern New Jersey Maternal/Child Health Consortium, is 

pictured with Bertram Scot, president and chief executive officer of Mercy 
ith Plan and chairman of the American Heart Association Heart & Soul 
Gab apa Wandra Ashley-Williams, a American Heart Association board 
member and chairman of the American Heart Association Multicultural 


nator for the N 


;oordi- 


at the recent Heart & Soul 


Wesley was 
Gala for her 


and her commit- 


ment to improving public health 1998 marks the 50th anniversary of the 
American Heart Association as a voluntary health organization. Celebrating 
50 years of funding research and finding answers. For more information, 


call 1-800-AHA-USA1. 


Ronald McDonald 
visits pediatric unit 


Ronald McDonald visited the Jersey City Medical Center's pediatric unit 
ently to cheer the children recuperating in the hospital with fun and 


MeDonaldiand giftbags. 


Pictured receiving a goody 


bag of toys from 


Ronald is Brittany Stewart of Jersey City. Ronald's visit to the children at 
Jersey City Medical Center was made possible thanks to Frank Ricker, 
manager of the McDonald's franchise on Grand Street in Jersey City. 


Reach Out And Read 


Former new York Giant Harry Carson reads a story to children waiting for 


their doc! 


r's appointment at Children’sHospital of New Jersey at 


Newa! 
Beth pee Medical Center. Mr. Carson was volunteering as part of the hos- 
pital's Reach Out And Read (ROAR) Program, which is designed to 
improve literacy among children living in the community. 


+ Surgery to remove the prostate 
and stop the cancer from spreading 

* Radiation therapy 

+ Hormone therapy, or treatment 
with hormonal medicines. These méd- 
icines reduce or block the production 
of testosterone, thus slowing the 
spread of cancer cells. 

We've made a lot of progress 
against prostate cancer over the last 30 
years. Thanks to increased public 
awareness, diagnostic tests and new 
medicines, the survival rate for all 
stages of prostate cancer has risen 
from 50 percent to 76 percent. For 
cancer confined to the prostate itself, 
the five-year survival rate is 91 per- 


Still, 113 men die of this disease 


every day, and more than 300,000 new 
cases were diagnosed last year. 
Pharmaceutical company researchers 
are looking hard for a cure or a pre- 
ventive vaccine. But your best defense 
against prostate cancer is to catch it 
early through a physical exam or a 
diagnostic test. 

For a free booklet, “Learning 
About Your Prostate Can Save Your 
Life,” write to PhRMA, 1100 15th 
Street NW, Washington, D.C.20005. 


Larry Lucas is Associate Vice 
President of the Pharmaceutical 
Research and Manufacturers of 
America (PhRMA). 


Let new windows shed 


light on win 


During winter, many people expe- 
rience mood changes similar to the 
symptoms of depression. For some, 
weight gain, lack of energy, tendency 
to oversleep and irritability go hand- 
in-hand with winter’s dark and often 
gloomy weather. 

This condition, known as 
Seasonal Affective Disorder, can be 
treated with light therapy, which 
researchers say can brighten moods 
and give back vitality during the long 
months of winter. Of the roughly 35 
million adults and children who 
develop SAD each year in the U.S., 
the majority exhibit relatively mild 
symptoms that can be treated by sim- 
ply adding more light to their immedi- 
ate environments, according to the 
National Institute of Mental Health. 

For mild sufferers, installing a 
window to open up a dark room or 
adding a skylight can help combat 
SAD. Skylights can flood a room with 
up to five times more light than a tra- 
ditional wall window, while specialty 
windows can capture the optimum 
light for the room's design. 
Researchers also have found it is not 
the kind of light that has proven effec- 
tive in treating SAD but rather the 
intensity of the light. 


ter blues 


The recommended treatments for 
mild symptoms of SAD consist of 
daily interaction of light with the eyes 
at levels ranging from 2,500 lux (a 
measure of brightness) to 10,000 lux. 
The maximum recommended expo- 
sure is 10,000 lux)—about the same 
brightness as a cloudy mid-day in 
Alaska, according to a national SAD 
Support group. 

In other words, just being near a 
window during daylight while reading 
or working can improve the way some 
people feel in the winter. And because 
the entire retina responds to light ther- 
apy it isn’t necessary to stare at the 
light—simply face it so light falls on 
the retina, the support group says. 
Light helps regulate brain chemistry 
by controlling the levels of serotonin 
and melatonin the brain produces. 
Inadequate production of these chem- 
icals can lead to depression, the health 
institute says. 

Also, to bring the most light into 
your rooms, it is advisable to install 
windows at the home’s southern expo- 
sure, he says. If your home has over- 
hangs to block out the summer sun, be 
sure to position wall windows lower 
to capture the winter sun. 


Medicare grants 
certification or 
Muhlenberg’s 
Subacute Unit 


PLAINFIELD—Muhlenberg 


eci 
Government's 
earlier this month. Muhlenberg was 
the state’s leader in opening the first 
hospital-based Subacute Unit since 
Governor Whitman signed legisla- 
tion last year allowing hospitals to 
reallocate certain beds for skilled 


Medicare program 


nursing care. Since then six other 
hospitals have followed by establish- 
ing Subacute Units. 

“Subacute care particularly bene- 
fits Medicare and other patients who 
are well enough to be discharged 
from acute care, but still need a type 
of daily comprehensive care that a 
hospital can best provide,” explaii 
Beverley Rolston-Bleuman, R.N., 
assistant vice President who was 
instrumental in developing the suba- 
cute care program at Muhlenberg. 

Care on the unit is provided by 
an interdisciplinary team which may 
include the patient's physician; 


Subacute Care Unit medical director; 
nursing staff; physical, occupational, 
speech, 


recreation and respiratory 


nated treatment planning and clinical 
case management assist each patient 
in continuing recovery on the road to 
independence. 

Muhlenberg’s Subacute Care 
Unit's home lie setting offers 23 pri- 
vate rooms; a community room for 
family and social interaction; an 
activities area; separate dining space; 
and a rehabilitation the raw area. 
Professional hairdressers and laundry 
service are also available. 

Following their short-term, com- 
prehensive care stay on the Subacute 
Care Unit, patients may be dis- 
charged to home—with the support 
of home care services as necessary— 
or to a nursing home, assisted living 
or other appropriate facility. 


Subscribe to the #1 
African American paper 
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their health care needs and healthy living. Now is the time to reach 
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HeartBeat is produced and distributed by City News 
New Jersey leading African-American weekly newspaper 
iŞ serving the needs of African Americans since 1983. 
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Call 908-754-3400 


Drug abuse 


THURSDAY, JANUARY 29 


NEW BRUNSWICK—The _ State 
Theatre presents Ballet du Capitole 
de Toulouse 8 p.m. For more info, call 
732-246-7469. 


NEW YORK—The great blues Diva, 
the Sandra Wright Band will perform 
at Manny's Car Wash at 9:30 p.m. For 
more info, call 212-369-1758. 


FRIDAY, JANUARY 30 


SOMERVILLE—The Coasters, The 
Drifters and The Platters will perform 8 
p.m. at The Theater at Raritan Valley 
Community College. For more info, 
call 908-725-3420. 


NEW YORK—Josh Smith and The 
Frost, the 18 year old blues guitar sen- 
sation will perform at Manny's Car 
Wash at 9:45 p.m., 11:30 p.m. and 
1:15 a.m. For more info, call 212-369- 
7469. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1 


NEW YORK—Manny's world famous 
blues jam hosted by A&M recording 
artist, Todd Wolfe will perform at 
Manny's Car Wash starting 9:15 p.m. 
For more info, call 212-369-1758. 


NEW YORK—The American 
Saxophone Quartet will perform at 
8:30 p.m. at Weill Recital Hall. For 
more info, call 212-247-7800. 


NEWARK—The NJ Symphony 
Orchestra will present a pops program 
the music of George 
Gershwin at 8 p.m., at the State 
Theater. For more info, call 201-624- 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6 


NEW YORK—African Festival: 
Drumming and Dances of Ghana - 
ODADAA! will be performed 8 p.m. at 
Symphony Space. For more info, call 
212-545-7536. 


WOODBRIDGE—The All Seasons 
Chamber Players will performa spe- 
cial program of chamber music er 
tled “All Seasons Greetings” in the his- 
toric Barron Arts Center at 8 p.m. For 
more info, call 732-634-0413, 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 7 


NEW YORK—African Festival: 
Sounds of Nubia will be performed at 

m. at Symphony Space. For more 
info, call 212-545-7536. 


‘SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 8 


NEWARK—Sounds of Portugal will be 
performed at The Newark Museum 
1:30 p.m. For more info, call 1-800- 
ALLEGRO. 


NEW YORK—The String Trio of New 
York, the chamber jazz ensemble 
brings their blend of jazz classics to 
the Walter Reade Theater as part of 
Great Performers at Lincoln Center's 
“Sunday Mornings at 11” one-hour 
concert with coffee series. For more 
info, call 212-633-7700. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 12 


PRINCETON—Cassandra Wilson, 
jazz vocalist will perform at the 
McCarter Theatre Center for the 
Performing Arts at 8 p.m. For more 
info, call 609-683-9100, ext.6166. 


SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 13 


NEWARK—Spirituals, gospel, blues, 
and jazz will be performed at the NJ 
Performing Arts Center at 7 p.m. For 
more info, call 973-642-0404. 


SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 14 


SOMERVILLE—The Dirty Dozen will 
perform 8 p.m. at The Theater at 
Raritan Valley Community College. 
For more info, call 908-725-3420. 


SUNDAY—FEBRUARY 15 


MAPLEWOOD—The “Walden Trip”, 
Brahms - Quarter in C Minor for piano 
and strings will perform at Prospect 
Presbyterian Church at 3:30 p.m. and 
8 p.m. For more info, call 973-762- 
8486. 


FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 20 


NEW BRUNSWICK—"To Kill a 
Mockingbird” will be performed at 
Barron Arts Theater Party 6 p.m. at 
the George Street Playhouse. For 
more info, call 732-634-041 


SUNDAY, MARCH 8 


NEWARK—A tribute to George 
Walker in celebration of his 75th birth- 
day. This diamond jubilee will be held 
1:30 p.m. at The Newark Museum. For 
more info, call 1-800-ALLEGRO. 


dnesday 


J ersey Jazz group 
performs at Top Brass 


NEWARK—A new and emerging 
jazz group, Charlie Slade and the Jazz 
eatin composed of professional 

d a former singer with 
the Shirelles is bringing. to ihe 


founded the group, has 
been nicknamed “Mr. Drums” 
because of Ihis intricate drum styling. 
He’s a veteran musician, and has per- 


formed with Sonny Stitt, the Four 
Cleffs, and Gloria Coleman, to name a 

few. 
Slade’s Jazz Creations fea- 


Way 
elieve, 7 “Don’t ‘Cha Go 
Away Mad,” and “Lush Life.” 
“In putting together the group, I 
knew the key was to have people who 
have played with the best and who can 
entertain their audiences,” Slade said. 


Showtime Presents 
“Blind Faith” In February 


‘Drama Stars Courtney B. 
Vance, Charles S. Dutton, Lonette 
McKee and Kadeem Hardison 


LOS ANGELES— The relation- 
ship between two brothers, one a 
police captain and the other an attor- 
ney, is torn apart when the captain’s 
son is accused of murder in the 
Showtime Original Picture Blind 
Faith. Premiering exclusively on 
Showtime on February | at 8 p.m. 
(ET/PT) as part of the network’s cele- 
bration of Black History Month, Blind 
Faith stars Courtney B. Vance, 
Charles S. Dutton, Lonette McKee 
and Kadeem Hardison and is directed 
by Emest Dickerson from a script by 
Frank Military. The executive produc- 
ers are Mace Neufeld and Robert 
Rehme. 

It is the 1950s in the Bronx and 
John Williams (Vance) is a criminal 
defense attorney who has always 


looked up to his older brother Charles 
(Dutton), a police officer. Charles has 
worked hard his entire life, but his 
path has always been the accepted 
course as laid out by the white estab- 
lishment. Younger brother Eddie 
(Hardison) is the antithesis of Charles 
in every way. He is a jazz musician 
whose speech and thoughts are filled 
with the rumblings of the budding 
civil rights movement. 

One night Charlie Jr. (Garland 
Whitt), the son of Charles and his wife 
Carol (Lonette McKee), is arrested for 
murdering a white boy. John takes on 
the task of defending his nephew, but 
it quickly becomes apparent that 
Charlie Jr. is not telling him the truth. 
The investigation and trial lead John 
to a conspiracy that cuts deeper than 
the local police department and forces 
John to reassess his own belief of 
what it means to be a black man in 
America. 


‘DEEP RISING’ 


features Djimon Honsou 


With swift and deadly precision, 
these voracious serpents swarm 


through every deck and passage-" 


way, devouring all living things 
in sight, and 


Kevin Powell 
By Lynne d. Johnson 


Kevin Powell, best known for his 
short-lived role on MTV’s first year of 
The Real World (1992), grew up in Jersey 
City. After graduating from Henry 
Snyder High School, Kevin attended 
Rutgers University, where he studied 
Political Science and English and became 
a prominent student leader. 

Kevin didn’t become an author 
immediately. Nor was MTV knocking on 
his dorm room door at Rutgers. Kevin 
was a social worker in Newark, NJ, an 
English instructor at New York 
University, and freelanced for several 


January 28-February 3, 1998 Er 


Kevin Powell is keepin’ it real 


publications, including The Amsterdam 
News, Rolling Stone, Essence, Emerge, 
and The New York Times before landing 
a role on the first year of the The Real 
World. 

MTV gave Kevin the exposure he 
needed to further pursue his dream-writ- 
ing. Kevin landed a job at VIBE 
Magazine. As a senior writer at VIBE, 
Kevin wrote cover stories and profiles, 
including articles on General Colin 
Powell, Snoop Doggy Dogg, and Tupac 
Shakur, among other musical, social and 
political personalities. He also hosted and 
wrote for the award-winning MTV spe- 
cial Straight From The Hood, and hosted 
and produced HBO’s Vibe Five. A pub- 
lished poet, Kevin has read his work 
across the world. 

In his new book, Keepin’ It Real, 
Kevin candidly explores the haunting 
past that shaped who he is, and who he is 
trying to become, including the effects of 
being raised in poverty by a single moth- 
er whom he felt abandoned him emotion- 
ally. 

In Keepin’ It Real, using a letter style 
to his cousin, Anthony, we learn most 
about Kevin and his past. In the Love 
Letters chapter, he explores his relation- 
ship tendencies, and in a letter to the read- 
er, he views his problems, and the prob- 
lems of youth culture within today’s polit- 


ical and social framework. 

For Powell, writing this particular 
book has a deeply personal purpose, 
“James Baldwin. said he had to write Go 
Tell It On The Mountain, before he wrote 
anything else, he said. Like him, I felt a 
sense of purging. Turning 30 makes you 
feel reflective. The book is in the explo- 
ration series tradition like James Baldwin, 
Richard Wright, Langston Hughes, and 
Zora Neal Hurston.” 

Powell got into writing while an 
activist in college, listening to Jesse 
Jackson and F4 l. 

“In ‘86, Michael Griffin was killed in 
Howard Beach,” he said. “I wrote an arti- 
cle for the Black American, it was my 
first professional gig, If anyone had told 
me then that I would be a music journal- 
ist, I wouldn't have believed them. 

Powell found his way into music 
journalism because he needed the money. 
His first piece was for the a San Francisco 
weekly, where he wrote an article on rap- 
per the Intelligent Hoodlum, 

Powell wams brothers like himself 
about life’s shortcuts. “It’s so easy to go 
for quick answers. If you are looking for 
stuff to happen overnight, it’s not going to 
happen,” he said. The quick answers are 
going to get you quickly dead or in jail.. 
A lot of the brothers are in jail. Is that 
where you want to end up? 


New York to 
host black 
fine arts show 


NEW YORK—The Second 
Annual Presentation of the National 
Black Fine Art Show will be held, 
January 30 through February |, in 
Soho’s fashionable Puck Building, at 
Lafayette and Houston Streets. 

‘Over 10,000 patrons were drawn 
to a mix of traditional African, 
Caribbean and African-American art 
in its debut year. The enthusiasm for 
this unique blend of art works, previ- 
ously viewed as separate, resulted in 
vigorous sales of original works. 

According to Stedman Graham, 
President of Graham Gregory Bozell, 
marketing company that works with 
corporations to build brands for the 
African-American marketplace, “Last 
January's success, is an important 
building block in Tes an 
appreciation of this medium.” 

‘Admission is $10, a three-day 
pass is $20, and children under 16 
receive free admission when accom- 
panied by an adult. For further infor- 
mation, call Joscelyn Wainwright, at 
212-777-5218. 


Janis D. Hazel 
appointed as 
Executive Director 
of the Rhythm and 
Blues Foundation 


WASHINGTON—Janis D Hazel 
has been appointed executive direc- 
tor for The Rhythm & Blues 
Foundation, it was announced by 
Jerry Butler, singer, songwriter and 
Foundation Board Chairman, 

Hazel will join Butler and other 
luminaries and supporters of R&B at 
the Foundation’s Ninth Annual 
Pioneer Awards, February 26, in the 
Imperial Ballroom of the Sheraton 
Hotel in New York, NY. An official 
part of Grammy Week, the gala 
evening will honor men and women 
who have created and contributed to 
the development of one of America’s 
most unique forms of musical expres- 
sion. Hazel will serve as executive 
producer of the event. 


vessel into a floating aan, 
horrors. For the few terrified 
i| survivors remaining on board 
who are able to elude the bone- 


relentless invaders that have 
entwined themselves throughout 
the entire ship, time is running 


Djimon Honsou recently played the char- out for the last of the human 


acter “Cinque” in the movie “Amistad.” 


LOS ANGELES—Hollywood 
Pictures’ newest action thriller “Deep 
Rising” opens at theaters nationwide on 
January 30. 

From the bottomless depths of the 
South China Sea, gruesome creatures 
surface to attack and cannibalize the 
passengers on a luxury cruise liner. 


iWedding-Showers 
Christenings 

Corporate Functions-Meetings 
Affordable Rates 


111 East Front Street 
|Plainfieid, N.J. 07060 


Park Plaza 


Banquet Hall Rental 


Telephone 
(908)469-7932 
Fax (908)469-7520 


prey, including Finnegan (Treat 
‘illiams), jewel thief Trillian 
(Famie Janssen), the Captain (Derrick 
O'Connor), the ship’s owner, Canton 
(Anthony Heald), and Pantucci-(Kevin 
O'Connor). As the doomed ship 
slowly. sinks into the murky waters, 
Finnegan and his crew hurry to pursue 
their one chance to escape the blood- 
thirsty rampage. 
Other players in this movie include 
Djimon Hounsou and Clifton Powell. 
Hounsou, who plays Vito, most recent- 
ly received wide acclaim starring as 
Cinque, the leader of the Africans’ 
rebellion against their captors in Steven 
Spielberg 's “Amistad.” 


waracter Mason is played by 
Clifton Powell. Powell starred as “Cutty 
in the critically acclaimed Hughes 
Brothers feature “Dead Presidents.” 
Other feature film credits include 


“Menace II Society,” “House Party 
and “Three Ninjas. 


NJPAC Victoria Theater 
hosts ‘Return to the 
Source 


NEWARK—In Message in the 
Music, an entertaining, inspirational 
music event, the musical ensemble 
Return to the Source chronicles the 
social history of African American 
music and its influences on other 
‘American music forms. Presented by 
NJPAC, Return to the Source performs 
on February 13 at 7p.m. at the New 
Jersey Performing Arts Center’s 
‘Victoria Theater. Return to the Source’s 
Message is the Music is part of Bell 
Atlantic’s Passport to Culture series. 

Dedicated to the presentation of 
African American musical heritage, the 
Retum to the Source ensemble com- 
bines music and history to examine the 
cultural history of African Americans 
in the United States from the time of 
slavery through to the civil rights 
movement, effectively demonstrating 
historical messages carried in various 
musical styles. Singing both a capella 
and with accompaniment of piano, gui- 
tar and harmonica, Return to the 
Source promises to deliver a perfor- 
mance as informative as it is invigorat- 
ing. 

For more information, call 1-888- 
GO-NJPAC. 


Puff Daddy presents a $3 million 
check to the Christopher Trust Fund 


NEW YORK—Puff Daddy, along 
with Clive Davis, President of Arista 
Records, recently presented a three 
million dollar check to the Christopher 
Wallace Trust Fund The check was 
received by Voletta Wallace, mother of 
the late Notorious B.I.G. Bad Boy 
Records, Arista Records and BMG 
Distribution agreed to donate all prof- 
its from the sales of the tribute single 


“TIl Be Missing You” to a trust for the 
benefit of Christopher Wallace’s two 
children. 

“TIl Be Missing You” features 
vocals by Combs with Faith Evans and 
112; the single was written by Faith 
Evans and Todd Gaither and produced 
by Combs and Stevie J. The song was 
inspired by the Police hit, “Every 
Breath You Take.” 


Spike Lee and Charles Oakley 
kick-off all star weekend 


NEW YORK—Filmmaker Spike 
Lee and New York Knicks Charles 
Oakley will host the All Star Kickoff 
Bash on Thursday, February 5, start- 
ing at 8 p.m, at Bridgewaters in New 
York City. Presented by Behind the 
Bench, which consists of the National 
Basketball Wives Association and the 
National Basketball Women’s 
Association, the event will benefit the 


united Negro College Fund and 
Behind the Bench charities. 

Designated as “The party to begin 
all parties,” All-Star Kickoff Bash 
will feature celebrities from profes- 
sional sports, film, television and the 
music and fashion industries, with 
recording artist Kenny Lattimore 
scheduled to perform. 


Finally a POSITIVE| 
magazine for 
urban teens 
With a subscription to YES, 


teens get all the information they need to 
succeed in today’s complex world, 


For only $15 a year, for 10 issues, 
teens get useful tips on: 

e Getting ahead in school 

e Various career paths 

+ Preparing for the workplace 

e Inside the entertainment business 

e Different cultures 

e Science, math innovations & 


brain teasers 


+ A look at schools 


° SAT tips 


+ Teen Internet web sites 


e Current event 


e Other successful teens 
+ And much, much more! 


Send a check or money order for $15 
(1 year, 10 issues) to: 
YES Magazine, P.O. Box 191, 
Plainfield, NJ 07060 


JANUARY 28 - FEBRUARY 3, 1998 


City News 9 


Bring/mail ads to: 
144 North Avenue 
Plainfield, N.J. 07060 


Legal Notice 


HOUSING AUTHORITY BOROUGH 
OF RED BANK 
NOTICE FOR ARCHITECT/ 
IGINEER 


The Board of Commissioners of the Housing Authority 
of the Borough of Red Bank is inviting submittal from 
professional architecturaliengineering firms regarding 
a HUD funded Comprehensive Improvement 
Assistance Program (CIAP). The scope of work 
includes: 


a. Sewer Service Lines 
b. Water Main Lines and N vonis 
c. Roof Gutter and Downspout 


This scope of services will include: preparation of 
plans and specifications for construction bidding; 
assistance in awarding bids and construction inspec- 
tions. 

Submittal shouid include profiles of the firms principais 
and staff, evidence of current New Jersey registration 
and a certified statement that the firm is not debarred, 
suspended or otherwise prohibited from professional 
practice by any federal, state or local agency. 

‘All submittal will be evaluated according to the follow- 
ing criteria: 


EVALUATION FACTORS 


Classified/Legals 


REGULAR/PUBLIC 
MEETINGS 7 PM. 
JANUARY 4 
(REORGANIZA 
TION) 


6:30 PM. 


JANUARY 8 JANUARY 15 
JANUARY 22 JANUARY 29 
FEBRUARY 19° FEBRUARY 19° 


FEBRUARY 26" FEBRUARY 26" 
MARCH 5 MARCH 12 
MARCH 19 MARCH 26 
APRIL 2 APRIL 9 
APRIL 16 APRIL 2 
MAY 7 MAY 14 
MAY 21° MAY 21" 
JUNE 4° JUNE 4* 
JUNE 18 JUNE 25 
JULY 2 JULY 9 
JULY 16 JULY 23 
AUGUST 6 AUGUST 13 
AUGUST 20 AUGUST 27 


SEPTEMBER 3 SEPTEMBER 10 
l 17 


1 nd 
and experience demonstrating ability to perform the 
services on projects of similar scope and complexity 


WEIGHT - 3 

2. ating to provide professional services in a 
timely mann 

WEIGHT - 2 

3. Past performance in terms of cost control, quality of 
work and compliance with performance schedule, 
WEIGHT -3 


4. Knowledge of State and local building codes and 
HUD regulations 
WEIGHT - 2 

General responses to the invitation including 
demonstrated understanding of HUD modernization 
WEIGHT - 
6, Fee proposal 
WEIGHT - 1 
Interested architecturaVengineering firms should 
respond by 10:30 a.m., February 3, 1998 to Mary M. 
Harrison, PHM, Executive Director, Housing Authority 
Borough of Red Bank, P O. Box 2188, Red Bank, N.J. 
07701-0902. 


EQUAL HOUSING OPPORTUNITY 


SEPTEMBER 24 


OCTOBER 1 OCTOBER 8 
OCTOBER 15 OCTOBER 22 
NOVEMBER 5 NOVEMBER 12 
DECEMBER 3. DECEMBER 10 


DECEMBER 17* DECEMBER 17° 


“COMBINED AGENDA SESSION AND REGULAR MEETING 
“YOUTH IN COUNTY GOVERNMENT DAY - 3:00 PM. 


Legal Notice 


RE-OPENING OF THE WAITING LIST 
FOR SENIOR CITIZEN UNITS 
HOUSING AUTHORITY TOWNSHIP 
OF WOODBRIDGE 


By Order of the Board of Commissioners of the 
Housing Authority of the Township of Woodbridge, 
and in accordance with Resolution #1268 formally 
adopted on 01/5/98, the Authority will open its wait- 
ing list to applicants for Inderal iteletesd tow: 
income zero (0) and one (1 ) bedroom units for ie 
sons qualifying as p families only for a 
indefinite period of time. 

Elderty is defined as a family whose head or spouse 
(or sole member) is at least 62 years of age. It may 
include two or more elderly persons living together and 
one or more such persons, including live-in aides, 
determined to be essential to the care and well-being 
of the elderly person or persons. An elderly family may 
include elderly persons with disabilities and other fam- 
ily members who are not elderty 


Interested parties or their representative are invited to 
pick up an application at the Woodbridge Housing 
Authority, located at 10 Bunns Lane, Woodbridge, New 
Jersey, Monday thru Friday, between normal working 
hours of 8:30 a.m. to 4:90 p.m., or may contact the 
office at (732) 634-2750 for additional information. All 
applications will be received on a first come first-serve 
basis only, 


Peter J. Ansara, Executive Director 
Woodbridge Housing Authority 


UNION COUNTY BOARD OF 
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS 
RESOLUTION NO. 44-98 

-15-98 


BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Chosen 
Freeholders of the County of Union that it hereby 
adopted Resolution No. 10-98 on January 4, 1998; and 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that it is hereby desired 
to amend Resolution No. 10-98 to revise the schedule 

“of regular meetings, Sec ie attached hereto, and in 

accordance with N.J.S.A. 1 and 
“BE IT FURTHER ue that copies of said 
Amended schedule of meetings be posted by the Clerk 

| Of the Board in the place or places usually reserved for 

Such public notices, mailed by the Clerk of the Board 


|r notices by the Board and filed by the Clerk of this 
‘Board with the Office of the County Clerk of Union 
County, all of the above to be accomplished within 
Seven (7) days of the date of this Resolution in compli- 
ance with the requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:4- 


* UNION COUNTY BOARD OF 
CHOSEN FREEHOLDERS 
1998 MEETING SCHEDULE 


MOST MEETINGS ARE HELD ON THURSDAY 
EVENINGS. AGENDA SESSIONS BEGIN AT 6:30 
PM.. AND REGULAR PUBLIC MEETINGS ARE 
HELD AT 7:00 P M., IN THE FREEHOLDERS MEET- 
ILING ROOM, 6TH FLOOR, ADMINISTRATION BUILD- 
(ING, ELIZABETHTOWN PLAZA, ELIZABETH, NEW 
| JERSEY, UNLESS OTHERWISE SPECIFIED. 
" PERSONS REQUIRING A SIGN LANGUAGE INTER- 
{| PRETER SHOULD CONTACT THE CLERK OF THE 
BOARD AT (908) 527-4140, OR TELECOMMUNICA- 
Í TIONS DEVICE FOR THE DEAF RELAY SERVICE 
+ #(908) 527-1232. 


PUBLIC HOUSING AUTHORITY 
ATTORNEY 


The Housing Authority of the City of Salem is seeking 

Proposals from attorneysilaw firms to serve as legal 

counsel to the Authority. Proposals should be written to 

address the following quality/merit factors which shall 

be used by the Authority to evaluate proposals: 

1. Experience as Housing Authority Counsel 

2. Knowledge of and experience with Federal HUD 
Public Housing Regulations and Procedures, 

3. Experience wth Federal and State Public Agencies 

aw, in particular Local Public Contracts Lai 
The contract period will be for one (1) year. 


laren packages wil be eval 1 al nteresid 
Parties at the Housing Authority Office. Proposal 
be submited to the address below and must be 
received no later than Tuesday, January 27, 1998 at 
2:00 pm 
Ruth O. Gross, PHM, Executive Directress 
Housing Authority of the City of Salem 
Seventh Street 
Salem, NJ 08079 
(609) 995-5022 


APARTMENTS AND PUBLIC NOTICE 


SENIOR PUBLIC HOUSING 
APPLICATIONS BEING ACCEPTED 
1000 THIRD AVE., ASBURY PARK 
MONDAYS AND WEDNESDAYS ONLY 


Place your 
legal ad here 
call 908-754-3400 


CLASSIFIED 


HELP WANTED 
INTERNAL AUDITOR 


tthe New Jersey Highway Authority, which operates 
the Garden State Parkway, has an exciting opportuni- 
ty available for an Internal Auditor to 


yee in accounting or a related field, minimum of 2 
‘years auditing experience, be a self-starter, fast learn- 
{er, and possess strong communication, organization- 
‘al and interpersonal skills. PC proficiency in a 
Microsoft Office environment is a plus. Send resume 
with cover letter and salary requirements by 2/13/98 
to: 


ees seo 
Woodbridge. NJ 07095-5050 
Attn: Human Resources 


HELP WANTED 
SYSTEM ENGINEER 


The New Jersey Highway Authority is seeking an indi- 
vidual to fil position of System Engineer. The individ- 
ual will prepare requests for proposals, specifications 
and plans for systems used in toll collection and intel- 
igent 


ADVERTISING FOR BIDS 


DOMESTIC HOT WATER 
REPLACEMENT AT SEAVIEW 


MANOR 
LONG BRANCH HOUSING 
AUTHORITY 


Separate sealed bids for Domestic Hot Water System 
Replacement at the Seaview Manor Housing Complex, 
Long Branch Housing Authority, Administration 
Building, P.O. Box 337, Long Branch, NJ. 


The Long Branch Housing Authority will receive sealed 
bids by February 4, 1998 at the office of Executive 
Director until 2:00 p.m. prevailing time, and then at 
said office publicly opened and read aloud 


Sx mst be submited prior i the designate ime for 
‘acceptance and opening of bids, and may be sul 

ted either by mall orn person, by the BIDDER or his 
agent. No bids will be accepted after designated time. 


A Pre-Bid meeting is scheduled for January 28, 1998 
at 11:00 am to be held at the Housing Authority Offices 
at Garfield Court. The Pre-Bid meeting is not manda- 
tory but attendance is strongly recommenced. 


Bids must be enclosed in sealed envelopes bearing 
the name of BIDDER and marked “Bid for the 
Domestic. m Storage Replacement at 

Br Authority” 
The Information for Bidders, Form of Bid, Form of 
Contract, Plans, Specifications, and Form of Bid Bond, 
Performance and paymént Bond, and other contract 
documents may be examined at 


Long Branch Housing Authority offices and SunRose 
Engineers Inc. Liberty Souare Plaza Suita 6, 901 Black 
Hor z 


Copies may be obtained at the office of The Long 

at Administration 
Buling Garte Coy Long Son NJ upon pay- 
ment of $50.00 for each set (non-r refundable). Checks 
‘shall be of payable jin the amount of $50.00 to “Long 
Branch Housing Authority”. 


Each Proposal shall be accompanied by a guarantee 
Payable to the Housing Authority that, if a contract is 
‘awarded, the BIDDER shall enter into contract there- 
fore, and shall furnish a Performance “Bond (100%) 
and Material and Labor Bond (100%). The Pr 
guarantee shall be in the amount of five percent (5%) 
of the bid, and shall be given, at the option of the BID- 
DER, by certified check, cashier's check or Bid Bond. 


The surety company for Bid Bond and the surety com- 


It’s easy to 
advertise 
your 
classifieds 
and ma 
legals in 
City NEws 
call 
908-754- 
3400 
Deadline 
for 
ad copy is 
Thursday 
12 noon 
reserve 
your space 


Legal Notice 


Fax legals to: 
908-753-1036 
24 hours a day 


pany for 
fsnged in New Jersey St 
the Federal Treasu 


‘The owner reserves the right to waive any informalities 
or to reject any or all bids. 


‘and must be approved by 


Attention of bidders is particularly called to the require- 
ments as to conditions of employment to be observed 
and minimum wage rates to be paid under the con- 
tract. 


ider may 
actual date of the opening thereof. 


Yanvary 18, 1998 David A. Brown, PHM 
ive Director 


HELP WANTED 


ACCOUNTANT 
Public Housing Agency seeks individual with account 
ing degree and 1 - 2 years experience. Duties include 
R, Gl 


various aspects of accounting CD, CR, GL acct analy- 
sis, and HUD financial ponso Teta wiee. 
ge of spreadsheets S 
1owiedge of MAS 90 sys- 


on internal committees and project teams to analyze, 
investigate and implement new systems and improve 
existing systems. 


{Be positon requires a\Bachelors degree in Beato 
Engineering. The candidate must have thre 

‘experience in Us analysis and design of tol collection 
or process control systems. The candidate must pos- 
sess an understanding of network fundamentals, 
routers, fiber optic communication technology 
‘macrofassembly language for Intel and/or Motorola 
CPUs, Graphical User interface used in Windows and 
UNIX environments. The candidate must have the abil- 
ity to effectively , both orally and writing 


ADVERTISEMENT 


Applications are now being accepted for the New 
Jersey Department of Personnes examination for 
entry level law enforcement tes, including Municipal 
Police Office 


Applications can be picked up at the Clark Police 
Department 24 hours a day, at the Business 
Administrators office in Town Hall, 430 Westfield 
‘Avenue, or at the Clark Public Library during normal 
business hours. The last date for filing applications is 
January 31. Applicants must be a minimum of 1 

years of age and no more than 35 at the time of filing. 


‘At this time, no positions are open for Police Officer in 
lark Township. Clark Township seeks to attract qual- 
ified applicants regardless of race. Clark Township is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer. 


and must be able to read, interpret and revise electri- 
cal, manufacturing, and engineering plans. Candidates 
must forward cover letter, resume and salary require- 
ments by 2/13/98 to: 


New Jersey Highway Authority 
PO 50 
Woodbridge, NJ 07095-5050 
Attn: Human Resources 


EOE 


**GRAPHIC DESIGNER*™ 
Must know QuarkXpress and 
Photoshop on PC or MAC platforms 
and have two years experience working 
with Newspaper layout 
Send resume to: 

City News Personnel 
PO Box 1774, Plainfield, NJ 07060 


rid ii Salary hi 20° 1 low S0% and 900d bene- 
fits. Send resume tA 1/30/98: 

Passaic Housing Authority 

333 Passaic St., Pasac, NJ 07055 

Equal Opportunity Employer 


FAMILY SELF-SUFFICIENCY 
COOR DINATOR 


9 
Counseling, etc. Must have computer skills. Bachelors 
degree req. Excellent benefit package. Send 
resumes by 1/3 
Passaic Housing Author 
353 Passaic St. Passaic Nu 07055 
Equal Opportunity Employes 


on experience I interested, coment fil-out an pe 
cation by 1/3 

Passaic vos, ‘Authority 

333 Passaic St., Passaic, NJ 

Equal Opportunity Employer 


APARTMENTS FOR RENT 


LONG BRANCH 
** SPECIAL ** 
13TH MONTH FREE 


PRICES START AT, 


BALCONY/ PATIOS. PLEASANT VIEW 
INCLUDES, HEAT, 


HIW. NO PETS. CALL 262 CARLTON AVE 


MON-FRI 9-5, OPEN 7DAYS 9:30- 
PLEASURE 5:30 
BAY APTS 


1w 
732-968-6348 


Includes heat, H.W. 


Located right on the 
Shrewsbury River 


732-222-7714 
*On 1 BR only. 
Equal Housing 
portunity 


Free Swim Club for 
new residents. 
Equal Housing 

‘Opportunity 


PLAINFIELD 
$590 
1 BEDROOM 


2 BDRM TOWNHOUSE 
LELAND GARDEN 


1227 Front Si 
(Bordering North Plainfield) 
atmosphere. Heat and hot water included in rental. No 
pets. Offer expires 11/30/97. 


908-756-2339 


Equal Housing Opportunity 


ASSIFIEDS 


1994 HONDA CIVIC EX 
5-SPEED 
FULLY LOADED 
SUNROOF 
CHERRY RED 


Call 908-755-4711 


PUBLISHING INTERN 
Immediate opening 
Seeking all majors for 3 available internships 
College credit available Looking for students 
who have excellent writing editing, computer 
and research skills. Duties will also include filing, 
mailing and light office work. Opportunity for 
paid employment during summer months 
Send resume to: 
City News Personnel 
P.O. Box 1774 
Plainfield, NJ 07060 
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PNC Bank grant enhances 
minority student program 


CRANFORD —Union County 
College has received a $5,000 contri- 
bution from PNC Bank to benefit the 
community college’s Minorities in 
Engineering (MiE) Project that pro- 
vides college and career exploration 
tor minority secondary students in 

ematics, science, and engineer- 
ing. Minorities have been traditional- 
ly underrepresented in these areas. 
Completely funded by corporate 
contributions, the American Associa- 
tion of Higher Education has recog- 
tized the MiE Project as an exem- 
plary program. 

The College will apply the funds 
to support the operating costs of an 
‘expanded MiE Project, which now 
setvices some 400 minority high 
school and middle school students 
countywide. Minorities working in 
these fields act as industry “hosts” 
ahd serve as counselors and role 
models for the students. 


Restoring faith in education 
is theme of Catholic Schools 
week 


SCOTCH PLAINS—Union 
Catholic High School in Scotch 
Plains will be celebrating Catholic 
Schools week January 26-30, with a 
fnutnber of events, some open to the 
“The general theme ‘Catholic 
Restoring Faith in Educa- 
tion” emphasizes the Catholic foun- 
dation of our schools—a curriculum 
infused in values, high academic 
standards and discipline,” according 
to principal Sister Percylee Hart. For 
more information on these activities, 
please call 908-889-9475, 


Acting housing director plans 
“user friendly” operation 


IRVINGTON—A real estate 
investor/developer and entrepreneur 
has been tapped to lead the nine- 
member Irvington Department of 
Housing Services 

John Washington, as East 
Orange resident, assumed the job of 
acting director on January 14, filling 
an 1 T-month vacancy in the position. 

In making the appointment, Irv- 
ton Mayor Sara Bost said, “John 
esses a rich, extensive business 
fae art ghi, which sll greatly bene- 
fit the Township of Irvington. As 
someone who has been on the other 
side, who has been subjected to 
inspections for the buildings and 
businesses he owns, John will bring 
innovative ideas to the table in our 
new era of housing services.” 

‘The centerpiece of the depart- 
thent, Washington said, will be hav- 
ing a “user friendly” operation. We 
want everyone, “the average citizen, 
homeowner or businessman to 
derstand they have a friend here,” 
Washington said, 


History of New Jersey women 
how in print 


TRENTON—The New Jersey 
Lakai Commission has published 
sey Women: A History of 
Their Shine Roles, and Images, by 
Carmela Ascolese Kamoutsos, a pro- 
fessor of history at Jersey City State 
College. The book is the only one- 
volume narrative history of the role of 
women in the evolution of New Jer- 
sey society. 

Four of the book’s chapters focus 
on the efforts of New Jersey women 
tu achieve better lives for themselves 
and their families and a greater voice 
itt society. which they gained through 
employment, work in reform and 
social welfare, and political activism. 
A separate chapter on women’s cloth- 
ing discusses what clothing can tell us 
about attitudes towards women 
throughout the state’s history. 

Th contrast to earlier times, most 
contemporary women have at least 
two jobs and many other responsibili- 
ties. They still run their households, 
btit they also work for 
a humber of other acti 
itics to social reform. 

For order this book, call the NJ 
Historical Commission, 609-292- 
6062, fax 609-633-8168. 


Planetarium Offers “Scouting 
Astronomy” Program 


The New Jersey State Museum 
fone will present “Scouting 
Astronomy” on six Saturdays in Febru- 
aty and. March, ‘The programs are 
designed to aid scouts studying for 
astronomy merit badges. However, it is 
not necessary to be a scout to attend a 
program. 

This ever popular program attracted 
over 800 scouts to the Planetarium in 
1997 This year’s topics include finding 
your way around the night sky, bright 
planets of different seasons, and the lat- 
est information from space probes such 
as Galileo and Pathfinder. Special atten- 
tion will also be paid this year to meteor 

specially the Leonid shower 
jovember, which could prove to 
acular. 
Scouting Astronomy” will be 
‘offered February 7, 14, 21, and 28, and 
March 7 and 14 fiom 10 to 11:30 am. 
Groups need attend only one session. 
Admission is $1.50 per person and 
advance reservations are necessary. For 
more information on the program, call 
609-292-6303 weekdays between 8 
am. and 4 p.m. 


Union County CASA program 


ELIZABETH—Every day chil- 
dren are placed outside their natural 
home by the Division of Youth and 
Family Services. They are sent to live 
in foster homes, group homes, shel- 
ters, residential schools and medical 
facilities. These children are in place- 
ment due to abuse, neglect, or death of 
a parent or legal guardian. 

The Union County Court 
Appointed Special Advocate Program 
or CASA conduct on-site, in-person 
and/or telephone interviews. They 
interview parents, children, teachers, 


agency personnel, relatives and foster 
parents. Through these interviews the 
CASAS are able to monitor the com- 
pliance or non-compliance of a court 
order. 

CASAS do not go into court. They 
work independently but with the Child 
Placement Review Board (CPRB). 
CASAs submit written reports based 
on their investigation to the CPRB and 
Family Court. The CPRB is a citizens 
review process mandated by law to 
review cases of those children. 

Through CASAs hard work, the 


Business Student receives 


scholarship from SCORE 


Yvanne Marie Prophet, in photo at center, receives her SCORE scholarship 


sor Ladylease White. 

NEWARK—Orange resident 
Yvanne Marie Prophete, a 1997 gradu- 
ate of Essex County College (ECC), is 
the latest ECC student to benefit finan- 
cially from the college’s relationship 
with a national organization. 

Prophete recently was presented 
with a $1,000 scholarship from Charles 
Schwerin, a volunteer with the local 
chapter of SCORE, the Service Corps 
of Retired Executives. She also received 
a plaque designating her the winner of 
SCORE's 1997 Nathan Hart Scholar- 
ship Award for Excellence in Business. 

“This check will definitely be put to 
good use,” said Prophete, who graduat- 
ed this past June with honors and an 
associate degree in accounting. 
Prophete is now a junior at Rutgers Uni- 
versity-Newark campus and works part- 
time in ECC’s accounting department. 

“These awards are extremely grati- 
fying because they help out students 


and Nathan Hart Award from Charles Schw 


at right, and ECC profes- 


financially and give them recognition,” 
said Professor Ladylease White of 
ECC’s Division of Business. 

“I enjoy meeting and helping out 


the students,” said Schwerin, a West 
Orange resident and retired accountant 
who first became acquainted with BCC 
when he took some computer classes at 
the college’s West Essex campus in 
West Caldwell. 

Schwerin said he was impressed 
with ECC and contacted the college last 
year to introduce the SCORE program. 
“He told me SCORE had scholarship 
money and wanted to know if we were 
interested in participating which, of 
course, we were,” recalled Micah Muk- 
abi, coordinator of student scholarships 
at ECC. To be considered for the 
SCORE award, a student must have a 
minimum 3.5 GPA and be a business or 
accounting major. 


Students are winners 
in MLK contest 


PLAINFIELD—The local branch of the NAACP sponsors an annual contest 

to encourage public school student, to reflect on the life and legacy of Rev- 

erend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Each year students have received recog- 
nition by we Plainfield Branch for their contributions. 

rtin Luther King, Jr. Coloring and Essay contest selects one 

thro forsee grade to be a winner in the contest. The winners in this years 


contest are, from left, bottom 
School; second grad 
Jaquan Sterling of Stillm: 
Cedarbrook Sc! 


m row: third grade, Kevin Lacks of Emerson 
Janai Wade of Cedarbrook School; first grade, 
n School; Kindergarten, Shaynayhah Jones of 


an 
hool. Second Row: fourth grade; Jessica Ross of Barlow 
School; fifth grade, Tiffani Guy of Evergreen School; sixth grade, Gregory 


T. Peterson of Maxon Libs | School; seventh gra 
rade, Camille 


Middle School. Third Row: 


lark of Maxon 
bard Middle 


ighth gra ‘aston of Hub 
ninth grade, Shanephia Hicks of Plainfield. High School; tenth 


of Plainfield High, 


grade, Nayo Pile of Plainfield High. Top Row: eleventh grade; India Wakins 
ind twelfth grade, Tania Good of Plainfield High. 


Learning center brings 
computer skills to seniors 


PRINCETON—Presbyterian Homes 
& Services, Ine. is pleased to announce 


helps adolescents get work experience, is 
hard at work waning three residents a day: 


that two affordable housing 
have established Neighborhood Network 
Learning Centers to teach computer skills 
to older adult residents at Watchung Ter- 
race at Middlesex and Plainfield Tower 
West affordable housing communities. 

Neighborhood Network Computer 
Leaming Center, a program of the U.S 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, connects affordable hous- 
ing residents with local computer tutors 
who teach computer skills on donated 
computer equipment. The equipment, two 
386 computers and two dot matrix print- 
ers for each Learning Center, is donated 
by Presbyterian Homes & Services, Inc. 
(PHS) in support of the program in PHS 
affordable communities. 

Plainfield Tower West residents 
eagerly expressed their interest in leaming 
how to use the computers. Housing Man- 
ager Sandra Pettiford says that a grant 
from the Plainfield Foundation will assist 
in training a tutor who can train four resi- 
dents who can then train other residents. 
Eighteen-year-old Andronicus Hay, of 
Venture and Venture Program which 


More than 50 residents h dup for 
classes, and the computers are in constant 
use throughout the day as residents play 
games to get the feel for how to use a 
mouse, Resident Mills Barnes, who will 
be 100 years old in April, is an avid com- 
puter user, and is being trained in basic 
elements of the system. Graduation cere- 
monies will celebrate e completion of the 
introductory course. “We like the commu- 
nity involvement of he Plainfield Foun- 
dation and our tutor from Venture and 
Venture program. It helps our residents 
stay connected with vital forces locally 
while staying up to date with technology,” 
states Ms. Pettiford. 

PHS supports activities that encour- 
age resident interests and meet their wish 
to stay active, up to date and independent. 
The Network Program will gradually 
expand to other PHS affordable housing 
communities, beginning with Friendship 
Gardens in Howell,” sa Puma, 
President of PHS. “We are thrilled the 
program is so successful and look for- 
ward to its expansion.” 


CPRB make every attempt to make 
certain that these children do not 
remain in placement for longer than is 
necessary before permanency is 
restored to their lives. Permanency for 
a child could mean return to a parent 
once stabilization has occurred, adop- 
tion, long term foster care, placement 
with a relative, or individual stabiliza- 
tion, 

Since a CASA is an arm of the 
Superior Court, Family Division, a 
record check is mandated as well as 
references checks and an in person 


‘One Family, 


NEW BRUNSWICK—The Rev- 
erend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. had a. 
dream that people of all races, nation- 
alities and creeds can live together as 
brothers. This was the theme at the 
Governor Christine Todd Whitman 
Inaugural Multi-Cultural Celebration. 

The Celebration, with the theme of 
“One Family, Many Faces” was a 
Salute to Dr. King on the eve of Whit- 
man’s inauguration. The celebration 


interview. ‘There will be approximate 
ly 15 hours of training by staff, expe- 
rienced CASA's and professionals 


from related fields. In-service training 
is given through out the year in vari- 
ous associated areas. 

There are no special requirements 
to become a CASA other than the abil 
ity to read and write. If you are look- 
ing for a worthwhile way to contribute 
your time and would like to make a 
difference in a child’s life, please call 
Donna Madrigal at (908) 527-4917 


Many Faces’ 


included an invocation from clerics of 
three different faiths-and a benediction 
from the heads of six churches around 
the state. 

Along with the keynote address 
delivered by Dr. Clement Price, and a 
featured performance by Isaac Hayes, 
six different ethnic groups made pre- 
sentations. Master of Ceremonies for 
this event was Orange native, comedi- 
an Willie Asbury. 


‘Due Process’ host 


JERSEY CITY—Attorney Raymond M. 
commentator for the Courtroom Televi 
Network's Emmy Award-winning “Due Process,” 


Brown, at right, an anchor and special 
ion Network and host of New Jersey 
recently read excerpts from 


the manuscript of a book he plans to publish, The Sixties, Revolution and Race: 
A Personal Memoir of Black Student Activism at Columbia in 1968 and What It 
Means Today, at Jersey City State College. Mr. Brown discussed his book, 


which documents his 


participation in 


the campus rebellion and takeover of 


Hamilton Hall at Columbia University in 1968, with, from left, Antoinette Schenk 
rk, a JCSC freshman majoring in journalism who is secretary of the Col- 


of Newai 
lege’s Black Freedom 


isa Ward of East Orange, director of JCSC’s Lee 
Hagan Africana Studies Center which sponsored 
Lynch of Brooklyn, a JCSC assistant professor of English who knew the guest 
speaker as a fellow student at Columbia University. 


the program; and Dr. Charles 


Newark school takes 
first place in national 
kindness challenge 


NEWARK—Latoya Hedgespeth, a 
sixth grader at Madison School, is a 
kind and considerate person and one of 
many such students in the school. The 
students of Madison have joined thou- 
sands of others across the nation in the 
“Do Something Kindness & Justice 
(KJ) Challenge.” They have the distinc- 
tion of currently being number one in 
the nation with more than 3,500 kind 
and/or just acts logged on the internet. 

Newark public school students 
conceived of the idea of performing acts 
of kindness and justice three years ago 
under the auspices of the “Do Some- 
thing” organization. The activity, which 
celebrates the birthday of Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr, provides an interactive 
introduction to character education, 
leadership training and community ser- 
vice. This year, the program was 
expanded so there could be greater par- 
ticipation by students across the nation. 
Participants have been logging their 
acts of kindness and justice onto the 

“Do Something” website since January 

The KJ Challenge concludes Mon- 
day, January 19, with ceremonies at the 
King Day celebration in Atlanta, Geor- 
gia. 

Theresa Pe Lewis, teacher and 
“Do Something” Community Coach at 
the Madison School, said Latoya per- 
formed 113 acts during the first week of 
the Challenge. Her total was the highest 
in the city 

Ms. Lewis said she and Latoya, 
along with Michael Rodri 
eighth grader at Ridge Stre 
will travel to Atlanta for the King Day 
festivities. The King family, Vice Presi- 
dent Al Gore and Andrew Shue, actor 
and chairperson of the “Do Something” 
National Board of Directors, will take 
part in the event. 

Latoya and Michael will join stu- 


dents from across the nation whose 
names will be entered in the final round 
of the national challenge for performing 
the largest number of kind and just acts 
e ila eras for 72 acts 


founded in Newark in January 1994, is 
designed to inspire young people to 
believe that change is possible — train- 
ing, funding and mobilizing them to be 
leaders who can strengthen their com- 
munities. 


Subscribe to the # 1 Black newspaper in New Jersey 


CITY NEWS 


To Subscribe call 908-754-3400 or send to City NEws 
Subscriptions 
144 North Ave. Plainfield, N.J. 07060 
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Minimum only $1,000. 
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